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iach. work was foifnd ih the library of an ancient’catholic fie’ 
oe anily inethe north of England. . Ig was prifted at Naples, in the black’, 
letter, inthe Year 1529. How much fooner it was writterr does not appear. 
Phe principal” incidents afe fuch as were bglieved,in the darkeft agts of chrifti- 
*agity ; but the language and conduét have nothing that favours of barbarifm. 
The ftyle is the pureft Italian. If the ftory was written near the time when 
it is fuppofed to have happened, it muft have been between Togs, the ara of 
" tite firt crufade,.and 1243, the date of the laft, or net long Pefterwitdn. 
There is po other circumftance in the work that can lead us to guefs at the 
period in which the fcene is laid : the names of the actors are evidently f2ti- 
tious, and prébably difguifed on purpofe : yet the Spanifh names of the do- 
“meftics feeth to indicate that this work was fot compoféd until the eftablith-. 
ment of the Arragonian kings in Naples had made Spanith appellation’ fami- 
~ liar in that ¢ountry.” The beatty of the di€tion; and the zeal of the author, 
[moderated however by fingular judgMent} concur “to make me think that 
the date of tlte compofition was little antecedent to that of the impreffion, 
~ Letters were then in their moft flourifhing ftate in Italy,eand contributed to 
difpe? the empire of fuperftition, at that time fo forcibly attacked by the 
reformers. It is not unltkely that an artfid prich might endeavour 0 turn 
their own armeon the: innovators ; and. might avail himfelf of his abilities as 
he -autloreto confirnf the populace in theif ancient errors and fuperftitions. 
If this was his view, he has certainby RQed with fignal addrefs, Such a 
© work*as the following would enflave a handred vulgar. minds beyond half, 
the. books of, ghee ne ody been written from the days ‘uf shag to’. 
the prefent hours eas | a. 
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* This ‘lidonot the awthor’s motives i howe offered as a mere con- 


\ jeCture, «Whatever his views were, or whatever effects the execution of 
them might have, his work can only be hid pefore the public at'prefent as a 
matter of entertainment. «Even as fuchl, fotne apology for it is neceffary. 
Miracles, vifions, necromancy, dfeéms, ands other prtternatural events, are 
exploded new even from romances.” "That ‘was nat the eafe when our author 
Wrores mugh lefs when*the ftory itfelf js fuppofed to have happened. Belicf 
in every kind of prodigy was fo eftablifhed in thofe dark ages, that‘an author , 
would not be faithful to the*manners of thetimes who fhould omit all mgn-" — 
tion of them. He isenot bound to believe them himfelf, dut he muflyrepre-- 
deat his actors as believing them. « « f , 


If this air of the iaiitiaa is eaieneic: «he reader will find atthe elfe 
unworthy of his peruffl. Allow the poffibility of the facts, and all the actors 
comport thémfelves as perfons would do in their fityation. There is no bom | 
baft, no fimilies, flowers, digreflions, or unneceflary defcriptions. Every * 
thing tends direétly to the cataftrophe. Never is the reader’s attention re- 
laxed. The rules of the drama are almoft obferved throughout the condu& _ 
of the piece. Thee charaéters, are well drawn, and ftill better maintained. 
Terror, the author’s principal engine, Prevents the ftory from ever danguith- 
ing; and it is fo often contrafted by pity, that the mind is kept up in a con=- 
ftant yiciflitude of interefting pafffons. 

Somé perfons may perhaps thirsk the charadters of the domeftics too little _ 
ferious for the general caft of the ftory ; but befides their oppolition to the 
principal perfopages, the art of the author is very obfervable°in his condu& 
of the fubalterns. They dilcover many paflages effential to the ftory, which 
could not well be brought to light but by their. wa/veté and fimplicity: in < 
particular, the womanith terror and foibles of Bianca, in the laft Sarma 
conduct: effentially towards Ae the cataftrophe.. - ‘ 

It is Sree for a tranflator to Ve prejudiced i in favour of his adopted work: 
Moye impartial veaders may not be ‘to much ftruck with the beauties of this 
piece as 1 was. ‘Yet Iam not dlind to my author’s defe@ts, I could with he ° 
_, had_grounde’ his plan on a more uieful mordi than this ; that the fins of fa- 

shers are vifited on their children to the third and fourth generation, 1 doubt 

oct 3 ‘ whether 
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whether ig his time, any more than at prefent, amMftign éurbed its appetite 
of dominion from the dread of fo rémote a punifhment. And yet @his morale 
is weakened by that lefs direct infinuation, that eyen fuch anathemg may be — 
diverted by tevotion to faint Nichoms. Here the intereft of the monk plainly 
gets the better of the judgmentf the author. , However, with all its faults, 
I haye no doubt but she Efaglifh readers will Be plegfed with a fight of this 
performanc®, The piety that reifns throughout, the leflons of virtue that 
dre-ipculcatedy and thg’ rigid purity of the. fentiments, exempt this work 
from the tenfure to which romances are but foo liable. Should % meet ‘with 
¢* the fuceefs I hope for, I may be g¢ncouraged to ve-ptint the original Italian, 
.théugh it will tend to depreciate my own labour. Qur language falls far 
* fhort of the charnts of the Italian, botlr for, vafiety and harmony, The latter, 
“is peculiagly exceflent for fimple rfarrafive. It ig difficult in Engtjth to relate 
withoyt falling tgo low or gifing, tfo. high ; a fault obvioufly occafioned by, 
the little care taken to {peak pure language in commor cOnverfation. Every 
Yaglign or Frenchman of any rank piques jimfelf on {peaking hiseown tongue 
* cHfreatly and with choice. I cannot flatter myfelf with’ having done juftice 
to my author in this ref{peét : his ftyle is as elegant as his conduat of the paf- 
fions is mafterly, It is pity that he did ngt apply his talents to what they 
were evidently proper for, the theatre, ae 


I will detain the reader no 18nger but to make one fhost remark. Though 
the machinery is invention, and the names of the actors imaginary, I cannot 
* but believ@ that the ground-work of the ftowy is founded on truth. The fcéne. 
is undoubtedly laid in fome real caftle. ‘The author feems frequently, with- 
out defign, to deferfbe particular parts. Zhe chamber, fays he, on the right, 
hand ; the door qn the left hand ; the dsftance from the chapel to Conrad’s apart- 
ment: thefeand other paflages are ftrong prefumptions that fhe author had 
= ‘ome certain building in his eye. Curious perfons, who, have leifure to: em- 
_. ploy®in fuch refearches, may poflibly difcover in the Italian writers the found- 
ation on which our author has built. If aecataftrophe} at all refembljng that - 
which he defezibes, if believed to have given rife to this work, it will con- 
@ributg tq intereft the reader, and will make The Caftlé of. Otranto a fill more 
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HE favgurable manner in which this littleepiece has been recejved by’ 
the public, “calls upon the author fo explain the. grounds on which he ° 
compofed it. » But befor@he opens thofe motives, it is fit that he fhould afk 
epation of his readers for Raving offered his work’ to then? under the borrowed 
perfonage of a tranflator. As diffidence of his own abilities, and the novelty 
of the attempt, were his fole inducements to aflume that difguife, he flatters 
- himfelf he fhall appear excufable, He refigned his performarice® to the im- 
partial judgment of the public; determined t@ let it perith in obfcurity, if 
difapprovéd; nor mearing to avow fuch a trifle, unlefe better judges fhould 
pronounce that he might own-it without a bluth. 
. e ; » 7 aes ops a . ee 
It was an attempt to blend the'two kind@of romance, the ancient ‘gnd the 
modern. In the former all‘was imagination and improbability: in the latter, » 
nature is always intended to be, and fgmetimes has. been, copied with fuc- 
cefs. , Invention “has not-been wanting ; But the great refourceg of fancy have 
been dammed up, by a ftrict adherence to common life. But if in the latter 
-. {pecies Nature has cramped imagination, fhe did but take her revenge, having 
been totally excluded frogn old romances, The action’, fentiments, conver- , 
fationg, of the heroes nd heroines of ancignt days were. as unnatural as' the 
ie gmployed to put them in weird ie 
e 
“The fuches of the following pages aoe it poffible to pecincila the two 
" kinds,» Defirous of leaving the powers of fancy at liberty to expagiate through” 
‘the bountlefs realms. of i inventiba, and thence* of creating snore interefting ©° 
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Grapiionae «he withed® folcondudt the mortal agents in_ his Lie actording to 
_ the rules,of: probability ; in fhort, to make them think, {peak and ad, as it 
might * fuppofed mere fnen and women would do in extraordinary pofitions. 

' He had Obferved, that in all infpired writings, the perfonages pader the dif- 
penfation of miracles, and witnefles to the molt ftupendous phenomena, never 
lofe fight of their human character : whereas’ in the productions of romantic 
ftory, an improbable evént never fils to be &ttended by an abfurd dialogue. 
eThe aétorsfeem to lofé their fenfeg the monient thedaws of nature have loft 
thei» fone. + As the public have-applauded the attempt, the author mutt not 
fay he was entirely unequal to the tafk he. had undertaken: *yet if the new ‘ 
route he has ftruck out hall have paved a‘rpad for men of brighter. talents) 
he fhall own with pléafure and modeffy, that he was ferfGble the pin was . 

capable of xeceiving greater embeHifiments thgn his san ctbbes i or bs ea 
find the paffions could beftow on it. * ¢ e 


With regard to the deportment of the domeftics,,on which Ihave touched 
in the former preface, I wilf beg lave to add a few words. The fimplicity, 
of théir behaviour, almoft tending to excite fmiles, which at firft feem not 
confonant to the ferious caft of the work, appeared to me not only not im- 
proper, bute was marked defignédly in that manner. My rule was nature. 
However grave, important, oreeven melancholy, the fenfations of princes and 
herpes may be, they do not ftamp the fame affections on their donfeftics : at 
leaft the latter do not, or fhould not be made to exprefs their paflions in the 
fame dignified tone., In my humble opinion, the contraft between the fub-- 
lime of the one, and ‘he nai veté of the other, fets the pathetic of the former . 
ina ftronger light.~ The very impatience which a reades feels, while delayed 
by the coarfe pleafantries, of vulgar aGigrs from arriving at the knowledge of 
the importante cataftrophe he expects, perhaps heightens, ‘cergainly proves 
that he has been artfully interefted in, the depending event. But 1 had higher 
authority, than my, own. opinion for this condu@t. That great mafter ef na | 
ture, Shakefpeace, was the model I copied. Let me afk if his tragedies of 
Hamlet and Julius Cafar wouldgnot lofe a confiderabte thare of their: {pirit 
and wonderful beauties, if the himour of the grave-diggers, ‘the fooleries,«f 
Polonius, and the clumfy jefts of tke Roman citizens were omitted; or vefted 
in heroics? Is hot the eloquence of Antony, the nobler and affectedly-unaf- 
feeted ovaiog of Brutus, artificially, exalted by the rude burfts of nature from 
‘« theemouths “of Mets auditors? Thefe to remind one of the Grecian 
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«  apoir des Seenes de’ nine et des feenes alienate > aly a, sass de tres 

“ bonnes pleces oii] ne negnp que dela, gayelé ; d’quiees toutes ferieufes ; d’ autres 

melangées : d'autres on l'attendriffement va jufques aux larmes : il ne faut don- 

ner, I’ exclufion a aucun genre: ef fil’on me demandoit, quel genreceft le meilleur, 

je repondrois, celui qui of le mitux traité © Sgely if a comedy may be toute 

JSerieufe, tragedy may now and theny foberlyy be’ “indulged in a finile., Who 

_ fhall proferbe it? Shall the critic, who if delf-defence declares* that na hind 

° “oughs to be excluded from site sed give laws to Sh{kefpeare ? ' Foe 
, © 


I am aware that the preface from whence I ties quoted théfe Saiiew does ‘« 
not ftand in monfieug de Voltaire’s name, bit in that of his editor ; yet who 
¢ doubts that the editor and duthor were the fame perfor? Or whére is the 
* editor, wh has fo happily.poffeffed himflf of his author’s Ryle and brikiant’ 

i "eafe of argument ? Thefe paflages were ihdubitably the genuine fentiments of 
‘that great writer: ‘In ‘his epittle to Maffei, prefixed to his Merope, he de- 
livers almoft the fame opinion, though I doubt with a little irony. ’ pt will 
repeat his words, and then give my reafon for quoting them. After tranflae.' 
ing a paffage in Maffei’s Merope, monfieur de Voltaire adds, Tous ces traits 
font naifs: tout y of convenable q ceux que vous introduifer fur la Scene, et aux 
meoeurs que vous leur donnez. Ces Samiliarités naturelles euffent eté, a ce que 

je crois, bien recues dans Athenes; mais Paris et notre parterre veulent une 
autre efpece de fmplicité. Y doubt, I fay, whether there is not ‘a grain of | 
{neer in this and other paflages of that. epiftle ; yet the force of truth is not 
damaged by being finged with cidicule.» Maffei was to reprefettt a Grecian* 
.  ftory :*furely the Athenians were as competent judges of Grecian manners, 
- and of the propriety of introducing them, as the partétre of Patis. On the 
contrary, fays Voltaire [and I cannof*but admire his reafoping} there were 
‘but ten thoufand citizens at Athens, and. Patis has rlear eight trundred thou- 
fand inhabitants, among whom one may reckon thirty thoufand judges.of 
dramatic works.-+--Indeed !---But allowing’ fo numerous a tribunalf I bei 
« fieve this is the only inftance in ewhich it was ever pretended that thirty thou-. 
 fand perfons, living near. two thoufand years after thé era in.queftion; were, 
upon the mere face ‘of the pol, declared better judges than the Greciafs 
themfelves ofwhat ought to be t&s manners of a tragedy written on a Gr. * 

_cian nae ‘ ¢ i ln egg 
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‘brre of Pasis demands, nor of, the fhackles with ee the thirty thoufand 
judges have cramped their peegry, the chief merit o& which, as I gather ftom 
repeated paflages in The New Commentary on Corneille, confifts ingaulting 
in fpite of ttofe fetters ; 3 a merit which, if true, would reduce poetry from 
the lofty effort of imagination,.fo ie puerile and moft contemptible labour--= 
difficifes nuga@ with a witnefé.! I.cannot h@p however mentioning a couplet, 
which to mf Englith, ears glways Younded as the flatteft and mofttrifling in- 
Mancg of circumftantial Propriety ; ; but wlfich Voltaire, who has dealt fo fe-” 
, verelye with ning parts in ten of Corneille’s Works, has fingled out to defend 


“eo” in Raciste ; ; ; . 
"ie Ge tee De fon appartement bette porte oft prochaine, 
. (°° Et cefle autre conduit dans Me de*la reine. 4 
. Ps " %e . e ° 
lg E vd é me e In Ehglith, *s . r ‘ 
| re 0 Crefat's s clofet through this door you come, * 
; on 8 And t other Rous to the queen's drawing-room. . 


Vatappy Shakefpeare! hadft thou made Rofencraus inform his compeer 
Guildenftern of the ichnography of the palage of Copenhagen, inftead of pre- 
' fenting us with a, moral dialogue between the prince of, Denmafk and the 
gtave-digger, the illuminated pit of Paris would have ie inftructed a Seon 
time to adore be talent, 


’ The refatt ‘ef all T have faid, is to ‘thelter’ ‘my own daring under the cahndn 
of the brighteft genius this country, at leglt, has produced. might have 
pleaded, that having created at new fpecies of romance, I was at liberty to , 
lay down what gules I thought fit for te conduct of*it: but I fhould be more 
proud .of having imitated, however faintly, weakly, and at ‘a diftance, fo 
m mafterly a pattern, than to enjoy the entire merit of invengion, unlefs | could 
have tnarked my work with genius as well as with originality, Such as it is, 
the public have honoured it fufficiently, whatever, rau their fuffraggs allot . 
fo it, oC 
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“feulptor, Tabo to convey the, idea of a Coloffus withig the Limestigns bt eg 
feal, paperees a little boy theaGiring “his abate & Ms 
e 
‘No, fays arouiies: in his edition of Corneille, this mixture of buffoonery 
and folemnity ‘ig intolérable. ~-6;-Vegtaire i is a genius *..-but né@t of Shake- 
{peare’s magnitude. WithQut securing ¢o dtiputable authority, I appeal 
from, Voltaive to’ himfelt J I fall *not avail myfelf of his formergncomiums 
qn our mighty, poet 5 ; titough the French eritic has twice tranflated the f fame” 
ce: in Hamlet, fome years ago in admiratfon, latterly i in deriffon; and I 
* am-forry to find that his judgtneng grows weaker, when it ought to be farther 
métured. But I thall make ufe ef his own words, delivered on the general 
“topic o¥%the theatre, when he was neither sthieking to recommend or decry 
-‘Shakefpeare’ 8 prdetice ; confequenely ae a moment when Voltaire*yas impar- 
tiale If the pyeface t to his Enfant prodigue, thateexquifite piece of which re. 
declare’ my admiration, and which, fhould I live twengy years longer, I truft ° 
I fhould never attempt toeridicule, he has, thefe words, {peaking ef comedy,, 


o [Tate @qually applicable to*tragedy, if. tragedy i is, as furely it ought tobe, a 


picture of human life; nor can I conceive why occafional pleafantry ought 
more to be banifhed from the tragic fcene, than pathetic ferioufnefs from the 


. -cqmic]. On y voit un melange dé ferieux et “de plaifanterig, de“ coftique. et de 


= 


touchant ; fouvent méme une feule avanture prfduit tous ces contrafies. Rien 
n'of fi contmun qu'une maifon dam laquelle un pere grondé, unc fille occupée de 
fa paflion plepre; Je fils fe moque des deux, et quelques parens prennent part 

. . ; - s ye . 
ediffereramens ala feene, %Fc.. Nous-n ss pio 9 de la que toute comedie woive 
j \ . 


* The following remarks foreign to jhe pre- 
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France were much unread in Englith tory 5 but 


fent queftion, yet excufable in an Englifhman, | 
who is willing to think that the fevere criticifins 
of fo maflerly a witer as Voltaire on our immor- 
tal courttryman, may have been the effufions of 
wit any precipitation, rather than the refult of 
judgment and attention. May not the eritic’s 
fkill in the force and powers of ou? language have 
been as incorreét incompetent as his know~ 
legge ef our hiftory ¢ Of tke latter his own pen 
hag dropped flaring evidence. In his preface to 
Thomas Corneille’s Earl of Effex, monfieur de 


ow, fays the commentator, that they ftudy it, 
fugh mifreprefentation would gt be fuffered —— 
Yet forgetting that the pericd of ignorance is 
Japfed, and that it is. not yery neceflary to inftruct 
the knowing, he wnderrakes fromthe overflowing 
of his own reading togive thanobility of his own 
county a detail of queen Elizabeth’s favomrites— 
of whem, fays he, Robert Dudley was the firft, 
and the eid of Lei@efter the fecond.-—Could 
on¢ghave believed that it could be neveflary to in- 


a 
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«Voltairemliows that the trith of hiftory hasbeen Dudley and the carl of Leicefter were the fame ¢ 


grofsly perverted in that piece. In excufe he 
pleads, that when Corneille wrote, the nobieffe of 
‘Ver. ie 
Y ee ; : 
pis e e: . rs ee \ 
} \ 


‘torm monfieur de Voltaire hinfelf, that Rogert 
tion ? 
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latter, a moft beautiful virgin, aged eighteen, was called Matilda. 
Conrad, the fon, was-three years younger, a homely youth, fickly, . 
and of no promifing difpofition ;. yewhe was the darling of his father, who 
nevey fhowedany fymptoms of affection to Matilda. Manfred fiad contracted 
, 4 matfriage for his fon with the marquis of Vicenza’s daughter, [fabella ; sand 
fhe had already been delivered *by her guardians into the kands.of Manfred, 
that he might celebrate the weddir ing as fooras Conrad’$ infirfn ftate ofhealth , , 
would permit. | Manfted’s impatience for this céremonial was remarked by 
Wig fangily and ‘neighbours. The former, radeed apprehending the {tverity 
OF their prince’ s difpofition, did not dare to utter their furmifes of this pre- . 
. cipitation, Hippolita, ‘his wife, an amiable lady, did fometimes venture to. ~ 
reprefent the danger of marrying their only fon fo early, confidering his great® 
youths, and ore infirmities ; “but fhe never received any qther Yaffwer than ee 
_ ° rellections A 4 


e ‘ . o " “ 
. M AW FRED, prince of Otranto, hag] one fon and’one daughter’ the 


.- 


ew - Tat, easter of OTRAPTO. 


| Ke refleGtions on ‘her ow fterility, who had given him but oneheir. His tenants 
and’ fubjects were lefs Aautious. in their difcourfes: they attributed this — 

_ hafty wedding to the prince’s dread of fecing accomplifhed an ancient pro- 
phecy, which was faid to have pronouficed, That the caftle aid lordpip of 
Otranto fooild pafs from the prefent family, whenever the real owner foould be 
grown too large to inhabjt wt. "Tt was difficulg to “make any fenfe “of this pto- 
phecy; ang ftill lefs eafy to conceive what* ip had to do,with thé’marriage in 

e * queftion. Yet thefe myfteries, ° or contradictions, dig, not make nus populace 
= adhere the"lefs to their qi i 
e * o0 
Young Conrad’s bigth-day was fixed for ifs efpoufals. © The compapy ras, 
, sdembied 3 in the chapel of the ‘caftle, and every thing ready for - beginping the 
divine offigt, when Conrad,himfelf wis nfifling. Manfred, impatient of* the’ 
, leaft delay, and who had not obfegved ‘hig fon retire,’ difpgtcked one, of his 
* attendants to fummbn the young prince. The fervant, who had not ftaid long 
enough to dave croffed the court to Conrad’s apartinent, ‘came running back 
breathlefs, in’a frantic manner, his eyes ftaring, and foaming at the mouth. ' 
He faid nothing, but pointed to the court. The company were ftruck with 
terror and amazement. The princefs Hippolita, without knowing what was 
the mattef, but ‘agxious for her fon, fwooned away. Manfred, lefs appre- - 
henfive than enraged at the procraftination of the nuptials, and at the folly of 
hie domeftic, afked imperioufly, what was tlie matter? The fellow made no 
anfwer, but continued pointing towards the court-yard ; and at la&t, after repeat- 
ed queftions put to him, cried ouit, Oh, the helmet! the helmet ! €n the mean‘ 
time fome of the company had rip into the court, from whence was heard a 
_ confufed noife of thrieks, horror, and furprife. Manfitd, who began to be 
alarmed at not feeing his fon, went himfelf to get informatipn of what occa- 
fioned this ftrange confufion. Matilda remained eAdeavouring to afd her 
mother, and lfabella ftaid for the fame purpofe, and to avoid fhowing any - > 
impatiertce for the eae eee for espe in ruth; the ims nciined little 
: pies f | : OM ch, eS 
“Ths firft thing that’ ane Miia eyes ‘ois Seer | bis Gaein e 
deavouring to raife fomething th&t tppeared | to him a mountain of fab: 
_ plumes: He gazed without believing. his fight. What are ye doing ® cried « 
“Manfred, vyrathfully “Where is my fon? A volley of voices replied, Oh, 
ce hit lord { the peinze ! ! Se ptince ! the helmet! the helmet! Shocked with 
S wei thefe: 
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HE. igentle maid,’ whofe haplefs tale 


Thefe melancholy pages {peak ; 


Say, gracious lady, fhall the fail 
To rei the tear adown thy cheek? 


No; never was thy pitying breaft 
Infenfible to human‘gvoes ; 

Tender, though firnt, it melts diftreft 
For weaknefles it never knows. 


Oh ! 
Of felt ambition fcourg’d by fate, _ 


© 


Bleft with thy {miley 


guard the iia I relaté: 


Frow reafon’s peevith blame: 
my dauntlefs fail" 


I dare expand to far hy’ 8 gale, . 


c 


« 


For fure wi frmilgs a are fame, 
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ete lamentable founds, and-dteading he knew not whaf, te siiaibed hafti- 
ly——But what a fight fora, fathef’s_eyes:!---He peheld his child éathed fo 7 
pieces, and almoft buried under an enormous helmet, an hundred tinges more 
large than agy cafque ever made fordiuman being, and fhaded wih a. Propet: 
tionable qninety: of black feathsts. he 


A 


The horner of the fects the aacsuie of all, atound. how. this misfor- i 
tune happened, and | above All, the tremendous phenomenon before hith, took <f 
away t “the . prince’s fpeech. Yet his filénce laffed longer. than.even*frief chuld ee 
ee * occafion, ‘He fixed his eyes on what he wifhed.in vain to believe a vifion; °° 
' and feemed lefs attentive to his leafs, than buried in meditation on the ftupen~ 
dous olje@ that ad occafioned it, <He towched, he examined the fatal 
‘cafque ; nor cduld even the bleedmg madngled remains of the yepng prince ® 
divert the “eyes,of Manfred from theeportgnt before him. All who had.known’ 
his partial fondnefs for young Conrad, were as much furprifed at their prince’s * 
infenfibility, as thunder&truck hem {elves at the miracle of the helmet, ° 
e Thtyonveyed the disfigttred corpfe into the half, without receiving the leaft . 
dfreGtion from Manfred. As little was he attentive to the ladies who re- 
mained in the chapel: on the contrary, without mentioning the unhappy 
. psinceffes his wife and daughter, the firft founds that t ommee iran" Viento s 
lips were, Take care of the lady. Ifabelta. ..  ° 


The domeftics without <0 the baclatiy ‘of ‘this Sicection, . 
were guidegl by their affection to their-miftrefs to. confider it ag pe- 
culiarly addrefled to her fituation, and flew to her affiftance. They con- 
veyed her to her chamber more dead. than alive, and indifferent to all 
the ftrange circumftances fhe heard, xcept the death of her fon, Matilda, 
who doted op her mother, fmothered Ker own grief and ammzement, and 
«thought of nothing but. affifting ‘and comforting her. affli@ted parent, Ifa- 
bella, ewho had been treated by €lippolita like a daughter," and who «eturned 
that tendernefs with equa] duty and affectiop, was fcaree lefs*afliduous about 
the princels; at the fame time endeavourings to partake and leflen the Weight 
of forrow which the faw Matilda ftrove to Lippreis, fer whom fhe haf con- p 

* chived the” warmeft, fympathy of friendfhip. Yet her own fitugtion*could not . 
. help fi ling its place in her thoughts. e felt no concern for the death of 
" young Conrad, except commiferation ; and the was not forry to be delivered * 
from, a RATA which had promifed her ise ole ad shes front her def- *« 
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‘tined degen ue Feet the févere temper of Manfred, who,, ‘though he 
\ hal diffnguithed her bypgreat indulgence, had bmprinted) her mind with :ter- 
ror, fram his seeeier’ rigour to fuch amiable’ princeffes as. Hippolita i 
Matilda. : : fig biisig oe #. 
© $ ® ; i 
“While the ladies were fy the ‘wretched sige to her bedi ‘Mas~ 
fred remajned in the court, ‘gazing on thé omingns ‘afque, «and repardlefs of - 
« the : growed which the Qrangenefs of the event had now “ affembled round him. 
one The few Wordsvhe articulated’ tended’ folely to enquiries, whether any man 
© knew from whence it could have come? Nobody could give him the leat’ . « 
information. However, ‘as it feemed to be«he fole objet of his curiofitys it 
foon became fo to the reft of the {pe@ators, whofe conjeGhures were 46. abfurd ° 
© and imprqbable as the cataftrophe itfelf was unprecedented? * In the *midtt ar 
: “their fenfelefs gueffes a young peafant, whom rumour’had drayrn thitfler ‘from 
@ neighbouring viluge, obferved that the miraculous helmet was. exattly. like 
; that on the figure in black marble of Alfonfo the Good, one of their former 
princes, in the church: of St. Nicholas. Villain? What fayeft thou’ ctied« 
Manfred, ftarting from his trance in a tempeft. of rage, and feizing the young 
man by the collar: “How dareft thou utter fuch treafon? Thy life: fhall pay 
for it. Tne-fpedtators, who as little comprehended | the caufe of the prince x SS 
fury as.all the reft they had fGen, wert at a lofs to unravel this new circum~ 
ftance. ‘The young‘peafant himfelf was ftillemore aftonifhed, not conceiving 
how he had offended the prince: yet recolle&ing himfelf, with a mixture of 
grace and humility, -he difengaged himfelf from Manfred’s gtipe, and then, 
with an obeifance which difcovered more jealoufy of innocence, th than. dif- 
may, he afked with refpect, of what he was guilty + Manfred, ‘more en- 
raged at the vigour, however decenthy exerted, with which the young man 
had fhaken off his hold, than appedfed by his fubniifiinh, sordeeed: his attend- 
ants to feize him, and, if he had not been withheld by his friends: whem he 
had inviced to the pti would have -poleneels ait fantyir coeds p 
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the helme wag miffing trom Alfano 'g ftatue. Manfre 









perfectly frantic ; and, as if he fought a. fubje& on chic ay a vent the ep 
* within. him, he ruled: again.on the young eafant, » erying, Villain!) “monfter * 
« forceres Y “tis ‘Shee. halt rgsstad tong The: mob, esmgliwantcs, fome object 
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wiaeiaaee their capacities on whom they mie aS be * 
wildered. Feafonings,. caughy the werds from the pout of their ofd, and o>. 
_re-ech Ayy.ay,. *tis he, tis he: he has. ftolen the helmet from good 
Alfon{o’s: tgs. and dafhed out: thg brains ofeur young prince with it:— 
never reflecting: how enormous the difproportion was betweem the marble 
helmet that-had been i in the chiftch, *and {pat ef fecl before their eyes; hor 
how. impoffle i it was fer a yottthe feemingly not twtaty, to i. a pee of 
grmour of fo pomeiuns weiglft. ‘ 5 ie ti ae 
° . ee ee. heel 
The folly of" sie LL A brought Manfred to-himfelf ; yet thesher . 
*”Pprevoked at the peafant having obferved the refemblance between the two 
.* ‘helmetSe and thergBy led to the farther difcovegy of the®abfense of that in the” 
-chugch or with?mg to bury any freth rhotur under fo impertinegt | a fuppofi~a 
tioe; he gravely profiounced that thé young} man was certainly a nécromancers 
and thit till the church coufd také cognizance of the eaflgir, ‘he would have ° 
the magician, whom they had thus detected, kept prifoner under the helmet 
e iff, “which he ordered vis attendants to fife, afd place the young man un- ‘ 
dtr it; declaring he fhould be kept there without food, with which his own 


infernal art men furnith him. 





li was.in vain for dhe. yaath to ‘auolons agaenift this peiercus fentence : 
in vain diti-Manfred’s friends eadeavour to divert him from this favage and 
ill-grounded refolution, . The generality were charmed with their lord’s de- 
_cifion,. whigh "to their apprehenfions. carried great appgarance of juflice, .as 
the magician was tojbe punifhed by the vesy inftrument with which the had 
offended: nor were they ftruck, with the leaft compundtion at the probability 
of the youth being -ftarved, for they firmly believed that by his diabolical 
fails he gould, ealily fupply Hcaiae with*nutriment. ° 

“Mianfied sis faw his’ ea even cheerfully obeyed; and appointing a 
hae with ftri@ orders tg prevent any food, being conveyed o the prifoner, 


he difmiffed. his friends and attendants, and gétired to his own chambef, after °° 
locking the gatts ‘of ‘e caftle, in which he fuffcted none. but his domeftics ‘ 
id remain.” ee PR tee A 


In pe time, the care and zeal of dhe young ladtas had hrobghe the . 
princefs Hippolita to herfelf, -wleo amidft the tyan{ports ca her osvn forrew ee 
VoL. Ti, © D frefjuently, | 
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saben Aietindacdncieers of her lord, would have ditimiftea hey ‘attendants 
‘to Watclf over him, and_at laft enjoined’ Matilde to leave her, and vifit and 
comfortrher father. Matilda, who wanted no affectionate duty to’ Manfred, 
though fhe trembled at his aufterity, obeyed, the orders of Hippolita, whom 
the tenderly recommended to Tabella ; sand, enquiring of the domeftics for 
her father, was informed thaf he gras retired. toehis chamber, and. had.com- 
_ manded tht nobody fhould have admittdhge to ,hifm.,” Concluding that “he. 
was, immerfed i in forrow for the death, of her-brothy, and fearing to renew 
his tears by the fight of his fofe remaining child, fhe hefitated whether the 
fhould break in upon his affliG@tion ; yet Solicited’ for him, backed by ‘the °° 
commands of her mpther, encouraged her*to venture. difobeying the orders 
; he had given ; a fault the had’ neyer been guilty of beforé> ‘The geritle timi- st 
.dity of hee’ nature made her paufe fot fore minutes at his*door. She beard’ 
« him traverfe his chamber backwards and” forwards with difordered Repé; ia 
* mood which inerefifed her apprehenfions, She was however juft going to 
beg admittance, when Manfred fuddenly opened thé door ; and as it was now : 
twilight, concurring with the diforder of his mind, he did not: diftingdifis 
the perfon, but afked angrily who it was? Matilda replied trembling, My 
deareft father, it is 1, your daughter. Manfred, ftepping back haftily, cried, 
Begone, I'do not want a daughter ; ; and, a back By bret ea the 
door againft the igs Matilda. 


- « She was too = iequsinied with her father’s tshipabiio ty to meatare a 
fecond ,intrufion. ~ When fhe had a little recovered the fhock of fo bitter a. 
reception, fhe wiped away her tears, ‘to prevent the additional ftab that the 
knowledge of it would give to Hippolita, who queftidned’ her ‘in the moft 
anxious terms on the health of Manffed, and how he bore his fofs. Matilda 
affured her he was well, and fypported his misfortine with manly fortitude. 
But will he not let me fee him? faid Hippolita mournfully: Will lie not _.. 
permit the to blertd my tears with his, and fhed a’mother *sforrows fn the, 
bofom.of her ford? Or do you deceive me, Matilda? I know how Manfred 
doted on his fon: Is niet the ftioke too heavy for iim? Has he ‘not funk 
under it 2—You do not. anfwer me——Alas, I dread: the worlt !~—Raife me, 
my maidens: 4 will, I will fee my tord, Bear me to him inflantly; he is 
, dearer to me even than my children, Matilda made figns to Ifabella to pre- « 
“vent Hippolita’s rifing ; and botlr thefe lovely. young women were“ufing — 
“ their gentle vidleiice to es and calm the *princefs, when a fervant on the 
ee part 
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part of Mgnfred mae and; told. aie 09 that his logd demanded to rics 9 


eure ip haslatle Sis. i . 


With. me yaried Labella. Go fad Hippolita, ee ‘ a rhiedbadi from 
her lord: Manfred cantiot fuppgrt the fight of his own family. He thinks 
you lefs difordered than we’ ares and dreads thé thock of my grief. Confole 


9° 


him, dear Ifgbella, and tell, him I will fmother my own anguith ter than . 


essa gore A » ° 
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de was now evening ; the fervaet who condudted Mabella bore a torch be- 
fort her. When they came to Manfred, who was walking impatiently about 
the gal ay, he ftarted and faid hattily; ‘Takeaway that light, and begone. 


Then fhutting the door impettrouffy; He ‘flung himfelf upon a bench againft . 


the swalf, and. pade Tfabella fit by,him, She obeyed trembling, 1 {ent for’, 
you, lady, faid he, and then ftopped under great appefrance of confufion. ” 
My lord ‘Yes, I fent for you on a mattey of great moment, refumed he ;— 
“Dry x your tears,’ young Iddy—you have loft your bridegroom :—yes,. cruel 
fate, and I have loft the hopes of my race !—But Conrad was not worthy of 
your beauty.—How! my lord, faid Ifabella; fure you do not fufpe& me of 


~net feeling the concern I ought ? My duty and affection wa@uld have always— 


Think no more of him,’ interrupted Manfred ;° he was a fickly puny child, 
and ‘heaven has perhaps taken flim away that I might hor truft the honours 
of my houfe gn fo frail a foundation. The line of Manfred calls for nume- 
rous fuppores, My foolith fondnefs for that boy blinded the eyes of my 
prudence—but it is better as it is. I hopé i in a few yout to have reafon to 
rejoice apie death of Conrad, « 


Words cannot paint tht svoniiiaeae of Liabella; At firk thé apprehended 
that grief had difordered Manfred’s underftanding.. Her,next thought fug- 
gefted*that this ftrange difcourfe’was defigned to enfnare her: fhe fetred that 
Manfred had perceived her indifference. forehis fon: afid in “confequgnce of 
are idea the replied, Good my lord, do nog doupt my tendernefs; my heart 

‘shaye accompanied my hand, Conmad would have engroffed all my 


het “dnd-wherever fate thal] difpofe of we, I fhall always oherifh his me- 


. moryye and regard your highnefs and tha virtuous Hippolita, as my parefits, 


Curfesen i me tina Manfred : forget her from this moment, as I do, * 
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fy thorg, fady; you have miffed a hufband undeferving of your tigress’ ‘ they 
fhall now be better difpofed of. “Inftead of ar fickly boy, you ‘fhall have a 
hufbandgin the prime of his age, who will know how to value your beauties, 
and who may expe a numerous offspring, jAlas, my lord,«faid’ Tfabella, 
iny mind is*too fadly engyofed by the secenge cataltrophe in ‘your family to 
think of another marriage. Tf e@er my fatiere’ returas, and it fhall he his 
ean Isthall obey, ,as I did when I corfignted to giye my hand to. your 
fon ; but until his retwrn permit “me to remain uner your hofpitable, roof, 
and “cinploy the melancholy hours in affuaging yours, ‘Hippolita’s, and the 
fair Matilda’s afflition. = + ° na 
I defited ‘you once before, ffid Maitfred angrily, not to tame that Shiai : 
from this hour fhe muft besa ftranget to ‘you, as fhe mult be ta me: in’ 
« thort, Mabella, fince I cannot give you fny fon, 1 offer youemyfelf~Hea~ 
vens! eriéd Iabella’, waking from her delufion, what do I hear! You, my 
lord! You My father in law! the father of Contad! the hufband of the 
virtuous and tender “Hippolita I tell you, faid Manfred imperioufly, Hip. ‘ 
polita is no longer my wife ; 1 divorce her from this hour. Too long has fhe — 
curfed me by her eanfraiefudnely’ 3, my fate depends on having fons,—and this 
night I trult will give a new date to my hopes. At thofe words he feized 
the cold hand of Ifabella, who was half-dead with fright and horror. She 
fhrieked, and ftarted from him. Manfred rofé to purfue her ; when the moon, 
which was now up, and gleamed in at the oppofite cafement, peefented to his 
fight’ the plumes of ‘the fatal helmet; which rofe to the height ®f the win- 
dows, waving backwards and forwards in a tempeftuous-manner, and accom- 
panied with a hollow and ruftling found. FHabella, who gathered. courage 
from her fituation, and ‘who dreaded’nothing fo much as Manfred’s purfuit 
of ‘his declaration, cried, Look, my lord! fee heaven itfelf declares-againft 
your impicus intentions !—Heaven nor hell fhall impede my defigns, faid . 
Manfred, advancing again to feize the princefs.. At that inftant the portrait 
of his jyracd fatten, Which hung aver the bench where they had been fitting, 
uttered a deep figh and ‘heaved its breaft. Tfabella, whofe back was turned 
to the pi@ure, faw not the motien, not knew whence «he found -camey. 
ftarted and fail, Hark, my lord! Swkat found was that? and at the fame — 
_tinfe made towards the door. Manfred, diftrafted between the. flight of -- 
“Habella, who had now neha the ftairs, and his ey to keep his eyes 
2 & Cs from 





uv ; € © 
on: © 


bed a] 


i; 


be aikaeeli hd 


Tuy CASTES oF “OTRAN To. ox’ 
‘from the Sjaaire, which began,to move, had howeven ‘adtasivedt tome fteps 
after her, ftill looking beckavards oh the portrait, when. he faw if quit its ° 
pannel, and defcend.on the floor with a grave and melancholy aig Do I 
dream? ¢rigt Manfred retusning,eor are the devils themfelves in league 
againft. me? Speak, inférnal fpegire |, !, Or, if thou art my grandfite, why doft 
thou too confpire agaipft thy, wretched defeendant, who-too dearly pays for— 
Ere he coukl finith the *feptence, the vifion’ fighed again, and maye a fign to 
Manfred to follow him,® Lead on ! cried’ Manfred ; ; J will follow thet io the ” 
gulph, of perdition, The fpectre marched feflately, but dejected? ‘to the*end 
* of the gallery, and turned into aechamber on the right hand. Manfred ac- 

‘a companied him at a little diftanee, full of anxiety and horror, but refolved. 
"As he ‘Would have’ entered the chamber, theedoor was clapped-to with vio- 
‘lence by an iniviffble hand. ‘Fhe prinee, colleQjng courage from, this delay, * 
wofld have farcibly burft. open ,tht degr with his foot, but founds that it, 
refifted his utmott efforts, . Since” hell. will not fatsfy® my curiofity, faid 
ees I will ufe the tuman means in jy power for prefervimy my race ; 
bell fhall not. 2, me. 


_ That lady: whofe refolution had given way to terror the moment fhe had 
~quitted Manfred, continued her flight to the bottom of th¢ principal ftaircafe. 
There: the Mopped, not knowing whither to “direa her fteps, nor how to 
efcape from the impetuofity of the prince. The gates of the caftle the knew 
were lotked,, and guards placed in the court. Should. fhe, as her. heart 
-prompted her, go and prepare Hippolita ft the cruel*deftiny that awaited 
her, fhe did not doubt but Manfred would*feck her there, and that his vio-~ 
lence wonlé incite htm to double the injury he meditated, without leaving ea 
room for them to avoid the impetuofiwy of his paffions, Delay might give 
him time to. refle& on tht horrid meafures he, had conceived, ot produce fome 
@ ¢ircutnftance in. her favour, if fhe could for that night, at leaft avoid his 
odiow® purpofe.-----Yet where “conceal herfelf!. How avoid the pfirfuit he 
would infallibly make thsoughout the caftle! As thefe thoughts paffed rapid- « 
_ ly through her, mind, ‘the recollected a fubt@rrangous paflage which led from 
ce vatglts of the cafte to the church of faitt Nicholas.” Gould the reach the 
ar before: the was overtaken, fhe knew@ven Manfred’s violgnce “would not 
. iia to ne the facrednefs of the place; and the determiged, if no other ° 
means eliverance offered, to fhut herfelf ss for ever amet the holy a 
Abeng @ - Gis, 
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gins, indie convent ‘was contiguous to the cathedral. In this tafglution; the 


fetzed a lamp that burnedeat the foot of the ffaiccafe, on hurried towards — 


the fecret paflage. 


The lowe part of the caflle was hotipired into feveral intricate s elsthesse : 


and it was not eafy for one urfder fo much anxiety to find the door that open= 
ed into the,cavern.. An'awful filénce reigned “throughout thofe fabt terrapeous 


“regions; except now anq then fomerblafts of wind thae thook the doors the hag 
palléd, and*which grating on the rufty hinges were ‘Te- echoed through that 
long labyrinth of darknefs., Every murmur ftruck her with new terror ;— 
yet more fhe dreaded to hear the wrathful voice of Manfred urging his do- 
meftics to purfue her. She trod as foftly as impatience would give her leave, 


¢—yet frequently ftopped and liftened to héar if the was folletved. Jn one of’ 
thofe moments the thought the heard a frgh, She fhuddered,,and recoiled a 


“few paces. In a moment the thought the heard the ftep of fome perfon. 
Her blood ¢urdled ; the concluded it was Manfredy Every fuggeftion that 
horror could cniphees rufhed into her mind. She condemned her rath ‘ flighit, 
which, had thus expofed her to his rage in a place where her cries were not 


likely to draw any body to her affitance.—Yet the found feemed not to come 
from behinfl ;—if Manfred knew where the was, he muft haye. followed her: \. 


{he ‘was ftill in one of ‘the clotiters, and the fteps fhe had heard were too dif 


tinét to proceed from’ the way the had come Cheered with this reflection, 


and hoping to find a friend in whoever was not the prince ; fhe, was going to 


advartce, when a door, that ftogd a-jar, at fome diftance to ‘the left, was . 
_ opened, gently 5 but ere her lamf, which fhe held up, could difcover why: 
, opened it, the perfon retreated et a On fecing thee light. * 


Pate 


Ifabella, wltom every ipekdeat was fufficient to difinay,. Hefiteted inthe 
the fhould proceed, Her dread» of Manfred foon outweighed every ‘other 
terror. . Che very. circumftance of the perfon* avoiding her, gaveher a fort of 
courage. It could omly be, the,thought, fome dqmeftic belonging to. the 


_caftle. Her gentlenefs'had never, raifed_ her an enemy, and confeious i inno-» 


cence made her hope that, unlefsfent by. the prince’s S qrder to feek her, his 
fervants would rather-ailift than prqvept her Aight. 3 - Fortifying herfelf with » 


thebe refledion’, and believing, by gvhat fhe could obferve, that fhe wag near .. 


mre 


«the mouth of the fubterraneous cayern, the dached the door Bias had. 
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heen opentgis: but a fudden guft of wind that met her at¢he door extinguithed 
> her damp, and left her in: tosal, darkifefs, ws, it 


Words cagnot paint ‘the horror ef the princefs” s fituation, Kiane in fo 
difmal a place, her mind imprinted. yith all the terrible events “ef the day, 
hopelefs of efcaping, ¢xpectipg ,every morgent*thé arrival of Manfred, and mn 
far frgm. trarquil on kndwipg fhe vas within: reach of fomebody,, fhe knew 
net:whom, who for {ome caufe feemece concealed, thereabouts, afl sthefe. ° 5 
thoughts crowded on her diftraded mind, anti the was ready to*fink.ufder ee 

e. “her appwhenfions. She addrefledgherfelf-to evesy faint in heaven, ‘and in- ‘ 
watdly implored their affiftance. « For a confiderable time {he remained in an 
agony “of defpair..” At laft, as: foftly as was poflible, ‘the felt for the door, 

-  ‘andyhaving fointhit, entered trembling it into the yault from whenge the had ‘ 
heal tHe figh gnd fteps, It gave her a kind of momentary joy to perceive’ 3 
an ‘imperfeet ray of clouded moonfhine gleam: from ¢he roof of the vault, 
which feemed to be fallenein, and from whence hung a fragment ef earth or 

e buildints, the could not diftinguith which, that appeared té have been cruthed 
inwards. She advanced eagerly towards this chafm, when the difcerned a 
py ss form ftanding clofe againft the wall. 

+ 
‘She fhricked, Se ae it the ghoft of her bttrothed Conrad,» The figure 

advancing; faid in a fubmiffive @oice, Be not alarmed, lady ; I will not m- 

jure you. Tabella, a little encouraged by the words and tone of voice of the 

ftranger, ane recolleéting that, this muft beyhe perfon who had opened the 

door, recovered her fpirits enough to replySir, whoever you are, take pity 

on a wretched princefs ftanding on the brink of deftrudtion: aflit me to |: 

efcape from this fatal caftle, or in a Fey moments I-may be made miferable — * 

for ever... Alas!. faid the*ftranger, what ¢an I do to affift you ?°1 will die in 

.. your. defence ; but I am unacquainted’ with the caltle, and want-----Oh! 

. faid Hebella, haltily intersupting*him, help me but to find-a trap-deor that 

muft be hereabout, and itis the greateft feryjce you cat? do the; for ] have . , 

npt a minute to lole. Saying thefe words fhe. felt about on the pavement, 

and directed the flranger to fearch likewifesfor a fmocth piece of brals in- 
cldfed i in one of the ftones. That, faid, fh, is the lock, whigh ofens with : 

.a {pring, of which I know the fecret, If ¢ can find that, I jay efeape-if 


not,” alas, courteous ftranger, I is. { fall have involved: you.in my misfor- ° 
: He) ° re ** tune: °° 


Sete ; 2 


“ 


oe 





24 “a ‘CASTLE. OF  OTRANT 


tunes ; Miasiffed. wit fufpec. you for the accomplice ee my “tight, fod) you 
s#ill’ ffllea vidim to his gefentment. | Itvatue. ngt my life, faid the Boris 
and‘it will be fome’tomfort to lofe it in trying to deliver you from his ‘tyran- 
ny. Generous youth} faid: Mabella, how (hall l ever requite-—— 2 9 uttered | 
thofe worde; a ray of modonthine ftreaming through a cranny of the rain 
above fhone dire&ly on the kick they Tought—Oh, tranfport ! ! faid Tfabella, 
here is the, trap-door ! ‘and takings out a key? © the touched. the fpring), Waigh 
ftarting alide difcovertd an iron ting. Lift ip the ddor, faid the ‘ rincefs. 
The* ftratger obeyed; and beneath appeared fomé ftone Reps. defcénding 
into a vault totally dark. ‘We mutt go down here, faid Mabélla: ‘follow me ;\ 
dark and difmal as it is, we cannot mifs ogir Way ;“it leads direétly | to he 
church of faint Nicllolas—Byt perhaps, added the pririgefs miodedtly, you 


¢ have no reafon to leave the caftle} nox have! farther occalien for yout feryice} 


c 


€ 
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‘in a few minutes I thall be faie from Manfred’s rage—only let me know to 
whom I am fo much obliged: TI’ will never Quit you,° faid the ftranger 
eagerly, tijl I have placed you in fafety—mnor think me, princefs, moré ge- 


nerous than I am : though fou ar€ my principal casxe—-—-The ftrangerewasih-. 


terrupted by a fudden noife of voices that feemed approaching, and. they fodn 
diftinguifhed thefe words: Talk not to me of necromancers; [ tell you the 


mutt be tn the caftle; I will find her:in fpite of enchantment.—Oh, hea-. 


vens! cried Ifabella, it is the voice of Manfred! Make hafte, or we are ruin- 
ed! and fhut the trap-door after you. Sayieg this, fhe deftended the, fMteps 
precipitately ; and as the ftranger haftened to follow her, he let the door flip. 
out of his hands; itefell, and the {pring clofed ovef it. He tried “in vain to» 
open jt, not having Suferyed Ifubella’s method of touching the fpring, nor 
had he many moments to make an eflay. The noife of the falljng door had 
been heard by Manfred, who, direQed by the found, haftened thither, at- 
tended by his fervants with torches. It muft be Ifabella, cried Manfred be- 
fore he entered the vault; the is” efcaping by the fubterraneous paflage, ‘bat. 
fhe cannot have got far, What was the altonifhment of the prince, ewhen, © 
inftead of Tfabtila, the light of the torches dilcovered to him the ‘young pea- 
fant, whom he thought confined under the fatal helmet ! | ‘Traitor ! fai 
Manfred, how camett thou her¢? I thought thee. i in durance above in the 
court. J°am no traitor, replied the young man boldly,. nor am I ‘anfwerabile 
for your thoughts, Prefumptuous. villain ! cried Manfred, , dott thou. provoke , 
my wrath? Tell me; how haft thou ney from. above? Thou haf cor- 
® 1g te ee: : : _Tupted 
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fupted thy guards, and their lives fhall anfwer it. My poverty, a the pea- 
fant calmly, will difculpate theta: though the minifters of a tyrant’s wrath, 
to thee they are faithful, and but too willing to execute the order€ which 
you unjuftly*impofed upon them, "Art thou fo hardy as'to dagye my ven- 
geance? faid the prince—but t&rture® fhall forge the truth from thee. Tell 
me, b will know thy* accor paces. Thete was my accomplice ! ! faid the 
youth-fmiling, and pginting to the roof. Manfred ordered the tofthes to be 
iteld wp, and ptrceivedethat one of the cheeks of thé enchanted gafquee bad 
.forced tits way through the pavement of the court, as his fervants had ct, it 
"fall, over’ the peafant, and had bréken through itfto the vault, leaving a gap 
through 3 which thee peafant had prefled himfelf, fome minutes before he was 
found by Vabella, Was that the sway, by «which thou didft defcend? faid 
Manfred, ° It was, faid the youth. But what noife was that, faid Manfred, 
which b heard 3 J entered the cloifter?*A door clapped, faid the péafant: 
I heard it as well as you. What door? faid Manfred hattily. I am not ac- 
duainted with your caftle, faid the peafang ; this is the §rft timel ever en- 
*tored it, and this vault the only part of it within which I ever was. But I 
tell thee, faid Manfred, [withing to find out if the youth had difcovered the 
trap-door] it was this way I heard the noife: my fervants heard it joo.—My 
lord,. interrupted one of them officioufly, to be fure it was the trap-door, and 
he was gojng to make his efcape. Peace! blockhead, faid the prince an- 
grily ; if he was going to efcape, how fhould he come on’ this fide? I will 
know from hi¢ own mouth what noife it was I heard. Tell me truly ; thy 
life depends*on thy veracity. My veracity ig dearer to me than my life, “faid 
the peafant ; nor would I purchafe the one by forfeiting the other. Indeed! 
young ghilolapher ! faid Manfred contemptuoufly ; tell me then, what was 
the noife I heard? Afk me what I can &ntwer, faid he, and pug me to death 
inftantly if I-tell you a lic. Manfred, growing impatient at'the fteady valour 
and indifference of the youth, crjed, Well then, thou man of truth! anfwer; 
as it*the fall of the trap-door that I heard ? It was, faid the youth. Tt was!" 
id the prince ; and how*didft thou come fo know there was a trays door 
hére? I faw the plate of brafs by a gleam i meonfhine, replied he. « But 
What tdld ghee it wa8 a lock? faid Manfred : How didft thou difgover the 
fecret of Opening it? Providence, that® d&ivered me from thé helmet, was 
“able to*dire& me to the {pring of a lock, Yaid he. Providente fhould have 
gone a little farther, and have plgced thee. Bat of the reach of my refentmeng, 


{aid Manfred: when Providence had taught thee to stds lock, itaban- . 
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doned “thee for a fool, who did not know ‘how to make ufe ofits favours. 
Why didi théu not purfue the path pointed out for thy efeape? Why didft 
thou fhfit the trap-door before thou hadft defcended the fteps? I might afk 
you, my lard, fatd the peafant, how I, totally unacquainted With your caf- 
tle, was to know that thofe ,fteps led*to atfy outlet? but I fcorn to evade 
your queftjons. Wherever thofe fteps leatetd, peylfaps I fhould have ex- 


- plored the°way—I could not have been in » wort fituation than I was? But 


theetfuth ig, I let the thap-doog fall: your immediate arrival followed. «I hall 
given the alarm—what imported it to me whether I was eized a minute . 
fooner or a minute later ? Thou art a refolite villain for thy years, {aid Man- 
fred—yet on reflection I fufpec thou doft but trifle with «ne: thou katt not | 


¢ yet told mg how thou didft open the lock, That I will thoy you, my lord, 


efaid the peafant; and taking up a fragment of ftone-that had fallen from 


© above, he laid himfelf on the trayi-door, and began to beat on the piece of 


brafs that covered it; meaning to gain time for the efcape of the princefs. 
This prefence of mind, joined toahe franknefs of the youth, flaggereg, Mar- 
fred. He even felt a difpofition towards pardoning one who had been guilty 
of no crime. Manfred was not one of thofe favage tyrants who wanton in 
cruelty unprovoked. The circumftances of his fortune had given an afperity 
to his temper, which was naturally humane; and his virtues were always 
ready to operate, when his paffion did not gbfcure his reafon. 


. While the prince was in this fufpenfe, a confufed noife of*voices echoed 
through the diftant vaults. Ag the found approached, he diftinguifhed the 
clamour of fome of his domeftics, whom he had difperfed through the caftle 
in fearch of Ifabella, calling out, Where is my lord? Where is the prince ? 
Here I am, faid Manfred, as they came nearer ; have you found the:prin- 
cefg? The firft that arrived replied, Oh, my lord! I am glad we have found 
you.—Found me! faid Manfred: have you,found the princefs? We thought 
we had, my lord, faid the fellow looking terrified—but—But what? on 
the pfince: has the efcaped pe and I, my lord—Yes, I and Diege 
interrupted the fecoad, who came up in ftill greater confternation—Speak 
one of y@u at atime, {aid Mantred ;\ I afk you, whert is che princefs? We 
dg not know; faid they both togcther : but we are frightened out of our 


9 wits—So I think, blockheads, ‘faid Manfred» what is it has {cared you" 


€ 


C 


thus?—Oh, my lord! faid Jaque?, Diego pas feen fuch a fight! your high- 
_ nefs would not’ believe our eyes—What new abfurdity is this? cried Man- 
) gs  fred— 
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Gced--Give me a direct anfwer, ~or, by hcaven——-W hy’. myJord, if it pleafe 
your highnefs to hear me,¢ faid the poor fellow ; Diego and\—Y ts,..I ‘and 
Jaquez, cried his comrade—Did not I forbid you to {peak both aga time? 
faid the prince + You, Jaques, agnfer ; for the other fool feems more Jdif- 
tracted than thou art; what ise maatter? My gyacious lord, Taid Jaquez, 
if it pleafe your highnefs to hege me; Didgo and I, ,according to your high- 
‘nefs’s orderg, went. to Teagch far*the young lady ; but being cofaprehenfive 
hat we might meet the*ghoft of my youhg Jord, yeur highnefs’s § {On» ( God e 
reft his foul, ag he has not received chriftian burial—Sot! cried* Manfred in * 
* a rage, 4s it only a ghoft then thae thou haft feew? Oh, worle! worfe! my 
lord ! éried Diego; I had rather*have feen ten whole ghofts.—Grant me pa- 
-tience !° faid Manhfred ; thefe blockhéads , diftract me—Out of my fight, 
“Didgo | And thot, Jaquez, téll me iit one word, art thou fobel? art thou ® 
raving,’ Thow walt wont fo have*fome fenfe: has the other fot frightened , 
himfelf and thee too? Speak ; what is it he fancies Re Mas feen? Why, my 
jord, replied Jaquez trembling, I was going to fell your highnef§ that fince 
tie calamitous misfortune of my young lord, God reft his foul! not one of 
us your highnefs’s faithful fervants, indeed we are, my lord, though poor 
men; I fay, not one of us has dared to fet a foot about the caftle, but two 
together; fo Diego and I, thinking that my young lady maght be In the great 
gallery, went up there to look for her, and “tell her your highnefs wanted 
fomething to impart:to her.—O blundering fools! cried Manfred ; and’ in 
the mean tinwe fhe has made her efcape, becaufe you were afraid of goblins ! 
Why, thof@ knave! the left me in the galléwy ; ; I came from thence myfelf-— 
For all that, fhe may be there ftill for aught I know, faid’ Jaquez; “but the 
devil fhall have me Before I {eek her there again!—Poor Diego! I do not « 
believe he will ever recover it! Recoter what 3 faid Manfred ; am I never to 
learn what if is has terrified thefe rafcals?, But 1 lofe my time ; follow me, 
« . flave’! I willfee if the isin the gallery—For heaven's fake, my dear good 
. ee cried Jaquez, do not go to the gallery! Satan hifnfelf I believe is in 
he great chamber next to the gallery.— Manfred, wh® hitherto had treated « « 
the terror of hgs fervants as an idle-panic, was fisw cis at this new circurpftance. 
He reeollgcted the apparition of the portrait, and the fudden clofing of the 
~ door. at the end of the gallery—his vei& faltered, and he agked ‘with difor- 
* der, what is in the great chamber? My Yord, faid Jaquez, when Diego “and 
I cante into the gallery, he went firlt, fo he faid he had more courage than 
I, So when we came into the’gallery, we fouthd nobod We looked uifder* ® 
3 Ez. 6 ever}. 5% 
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eyery bench and Fftocl s and ftill we found Sibte —Were all spicesticiia in 
their places ? aid Manfied. Yes, my lord, arifwered Jaquez; but we did 
not thik of looking behind them. —_Well, well! faid Manfred 5, proceed. 
When we came to the door of the grat ghamber, continuetk Jaquez, we 
found it fhut.—And coulg not you open it? faid Manfred. Ob! yes, my 
lord, would to heaven we had nt replied he—Nay, it was not I neither, 
tt was Dicgo : he was grown fool-hardy, and would. ge@ on, though [jadvifled 
hin aot If ever I open a doog that is fhut again—'[rifle not, faid Manfréd 
shuddering, but tell me what you faw in the great chamber on opening the — 
door.—I! my lord! faid Jaquez, I faw ‘nothing 5 ; I was behind Diego aaa 
but I heard the noilg.—Jaquez, faid’ Manfred in a folemn tone of voice, 


SR a ae 
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,, tell me, I adjure thee by the Youls of my anceftors, what it was thou fawett ; 


.what it was thou heardeft ?+ It was Dfego faw'it, my lard, it was: -not Ij re- 
plied Jaquez ; 1 only heard the noife., Diego had, no fooner opened the doar, 
than ‘he cried out ‘and ran back—TI°ran back too, “and faid, Is it the ghoft : ? 
The ghoft? No, no, faid Diego, and his hair ftood an pig te is a giant, 
I believe ; he is all clad in armour, for I faw his foot and part of his leg, and 
they are as large as the helmet below in the court. As he faid thefe words, 
my lord, we heard-a violent motion and the rattling of armour, as if the giant 
was rifing ; for Deego has told me fince, that he believes the giant was lying 
down, for the foot and leg were drshiied at length on the floor. Before we 
could get to the eid of the gallery,-'we heard the door of the great chamber 
clap behind us, but we did not dare'turn back to fee if the giant: was follow- 
ing us—Yet now I think on it, ewe muft have heard him if he ‘had purfued 
us—But for heaven’s fake, good my lord, fend for the chaplain and have the 


- ‘@aftle exorcifed, for, for certain, it-is enchanted, Ay, pray do, my lord, 


cried all the foreniite at once, or wé muft leave your highnefs’s fervicees 
Peace, dotards ! faid Manfred, and follow me; 1 will know what alle this. 

means. We! my lord !) cried they with one voice ; we would not go up to 

the gallery for, your highnefs’s revenue. The young’ peafant, whovhad fooll 

filent, snow f{poke. Will your lighnefs, faid he, ‘permit me to try this ad 
venture ? My life is of F confequeitce to nobody : ‘I fear no bad angel, and have 

offended no good one. . Your bthaviour is above. ‘yout feeming, faid Man- 
fred; viewing him with furprifearfd admiration— hereafter I will reward 

your bravery—but now, continuéd he with afigh, id am fo circumftanced, * 
that I dar truft no eyes but my attire ss give you. ae ‘to accom- 

POOF me. o & 
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* Manfred, a a he firftefallowed Ifabella frome the ey had pont di- 
reétly to the apartment of his wife, conchiding the princefs had retired thi- 
ther. Hippelita, who knew his ftep, rofe with anxious fondnefs to meet 
her lord, whom fhe had not fegn fiace the death, of their fon.* She would 
pitatboten ina tranfpert mixed. of j joy an@ grief to his bofom; but he pufhed ft 
her sudely ‘off, andgfatd,.Where® is Habella? Iabella ! my lof! faid the 4 
@ftonjihed Hippolita. Yes, Tfabella ; erfed | Manfred imperioufly ;° |, want 
Ifabella. My Jord, replied Matilda, who Perceived how mudh his beha- © © 
viour had fhocked her:mother, fle has not beer with us fince your highnefs 
fuimmoned her to your apartmeftt. . Tell me where the is, faid the prince ; I 
do:-not Want to know where fhe has ‘been. “My good lord, faid Hippolita, 
“your daughter tells you the truth 2 Ifabella left us by your comm*ynd, and has® 
not regurned dince :—but, my gootl lord, compofe yourfelf:; retire to your , 
reft : this difmal day has difordered you. Ifabella fleall wait your orders in : 
the morning. ‘What, then you know where fhe is? cried Manfeed : tell me 
directly, for I will not lofe an inftant—And you, woman, fpeaking to his 
wife, order your chaplain to attend me forthwith, Tfabella, faid Hippolita } 

calmly, is retired I fuppofe to her chamber: fhe is not accuftomed to watch ~ 

at this late hour.», Gracious my lord, continued the, let me know what has 
difturbed_you : has Labella offended you? Trouble me not with queftions, 
faid Manfred, but tell. me wlfre fhe is. Matilda fhall-call her, faid the 
ptincefs—fit gown, my lord, and refame your wonted fortitude.—What, art 
thou jealous of Ifabella, replied he, that Yau with to be prefent at our inter- 
view? Good heavens ! my lord, faid Hifpolita, what is it your ighnefs 
means? Thou wilt Rnow ere many minutes are pafled, faid the cruel prince. . 
Send your chaplain to me, and wait.my pleafure here... At thefe words he 
flung outiof the room in’ fearch of Tabella ;. leaving the amaz&d ladies thun- 
der-ftruck with his words and, frantic deportment, and loft in vain conjec- 
tures*on what she was angen is . 


Manfred. wag now purtnce from the vapit, attended by the peafant and a 
few of, his fervants whom he had.obliged f accompafly him. He afcended “is 
the ftairéafe without, flopping till heeamived at the gallery, at fhe door of + 
« which he met Hippolita and her chaplaing When Diego had been difmiffed 
by Manfred, he had gone direttly to the princefs’s apartment with the alarm® 


of what he had feen. That Excellent lady,e who no eae thar? Manfecd-e 
‘doubted. -w 
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doubted of the ality of the vifion, yet, affe@ed to treat it as a delirium af 
the fervant. ‘Willing, h®wever, to fave her Jor from any additional fhock, 
and prepared by a feries of grief not to tremble at any acceffion to it; fhe 
determined to make herfelf the firft facrfficg, if fate had marked the prefent 
hour for their deftruction,, Difmiffing she rebuctant Matilda to her reft, who 
in vain fued for leave tq accompafly her mother, and attended only, by. her. 
chaplain, €lippolita had vifited the gallefy,. ‘and egreat.chamber®: and. now, 
w ithemorg ferenity of doul than fhe had felt for nfgny hours, fhe met he: 
lord, and &ffured him that the vifion' of the gigantic leg and foot was all a 
fable ; ; and no doubt an impreflion made by fear, and the dark and difmal. 
hour of the night, og the minds of his fervants; She agd the chaplgin had 
examined the chamber, and féund every thing in the ufual order.“ 
a ‘ ee nt a Ocal * 

Martfred, though perfuaded, like hif wife, that the vifian had heef no 
work of fancy, récovtred a little from the tempeft of mind into which fo 
many ftrarfye events had thrown him, Athamed too of his inhuman treat- 
ment of a princefs,, who returned every injury with new marks of tenderneG | 
and duty, he felt returning love forcing itfelf into his eyes—but not fefs 
afhamed of feeling remorfe towards one, againft whom he was inwardly me- 
ditating a yet more bitter outrage, he curbed the yearnings of his heart, and 
did not dare to lean even towards pity. The next tranfition of his foul was 
to*exquifite villainy. Prefuming on the unfhaken fubmiffion of Hippolita, 
he flattered himfelf that fhe would not only acquielce with patience to a di- 


" vorce, but would obty, if it was his pleafure, in endeavouring sto perfuade 


Ifabella to give him her hand—But ere he could indulge this horrid hope, 


« he reflected that Ifabella was not to be found: Coming to himfelf, he gave 


orders that every avenue to the caftle chould be ftriGly guarded, and charged 
his domeftics on pain of their liyes to fuffer nobody*to pafs out: ‘i The young 
peafant, to whom he {poke fayourably, he ordered to remain in a fmall 
chambe? on the ftairs, in which there was a pallet- bed, and the Rey of 
whichche took away*himfelf, telling the youth he would talk with him in 
the morning. ‘Chen difmifgng His attendants, and. beltowing a fullen kind of 
half-nod on Hippolits, he retired to his own ppm bare Be geet 
{ “% © : 
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ATILDA, who*by Hippofita’s ordgr had retired to her “apartment, 
"* was ill-difpofed t® take any refts The flocking fate of her prothétehad 
deeply. affected’ her. She was furprifed at not feeing Tabella: but the 
ftrange words which had fallen from her father, and his obfcure menace to 
‘the princefs his wife, accompanied by,the mgft furious behaviour, had filled 
her,gentle mind. with terror and alarm., She waited anxioully fog the return , 
of Biamea, a young damfel that attgnded her, whom the had fént to learre 
What Was becémé of IfabelM. Bianca foon appeared, ang informed her mif- © 
trefs of what fhe had gathered from the fervants, that Ifabella was no where 
Ya be found. She relatedthe adventure of the young peafant, who had been 
Gifcovered in the vault, though with many fimple additions from the incohe- 
rent accounts of the domeftics ; and fhe dwelled principally on the gigantic 
leg and foot which had been feen in the gallery-chamber. This laft cir- 
cumftance had terrified Bianca fo much, that fhe was rejdiced when Matilda 
told her that the would not gp to reft, but would watch till the princefs 
fhould rife. . 3 
* 
The young princefs wearied herfelf in ceijectures on the flight of #fabella, 
and on the threats of Manfred to her mother. But what bufinefs could he 


have fo urgent with the chaplain? faid Matilda, Does he intend to have my * 


brother’s body interred privately in thee chapel? Oh! madam, faid Bianca, 
now! guefs. As you are become his heirefs, he is impatient to have you 
marrjed : he has always been raving for more fons ; I warrant he is now im- 
patient for grandfons. ~ As fure as I live, madam, I fhgll fee. you a bride at 
laft, Good madam, yot won't caft off yous faithful Bianca: you w@n’t put 
Donna Rofara*ever me, now you are a great prificefs } My poor Bianea, faid 
Matilda, ow faft your thoughts amble! fa great princefs ! Wha haft thou 
feen in Manfred’s behaviour fince my® bfother'’s death that béfpeaks any, in- 
creafé of tendernefs to me? No, Bianca, his heart was ever a ftranger to, 


me—but he is my father, and.J muft not coinplain. Nay, if heaven ae o 
’ my father’s heart againft me, it over-pays my little merjffin’ the tendernefs of Fy 
5 ° ° ; : 3 my* oe ; 
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my mother —O fhat dear mother! Yes, Bianda, "tis there I-feel the rugged’ 


temper of Manfred. I can fupport his harfhitefs to me with patience; but 
it wounds my foul when I am witnefs to his caufelefs feverity towards her. 
Ohy madam, faid Bianca, all men ufe theirewives fo, when they are weary 
of them.—-And yet you @pngratulated te beft now, faid Matilda, when you 
fancied my father intended to difofe of mg. “E would have you'a great lady, 
replied Biafica, come what will, I, do not with torfee you moped in\a*con- 
vent,*as you would be*if you gad your will, and ifemy lady your mother, 


who, knows that a bad hufband is better than no hufband at all, did. not hin . 


der you,—Blefs me! what hoife is that? Saint Nicholas forgive me? I was 


“but in jeft, “It is theewind, faid Matilda, whiftling through the battlements. 


in the tower above: you have heard it a thoufand times. Nay, faid Bianca, 
there was nfo harm neither in what Ifaid: it is no fin to talk of matrimony— 
e And fo; madam, as I was faying; if my lord Manfred fhould offer you a 
handfome young prince for a bridegroom, you would drop him a curtfy, and 


tell him you would rather take the veil. Thank heaven! I am in no fuch« 


danger, faid Matilda; you know how many propofals for me he has rejecto 
ed.—And you thank him, like a dutiful daughter, do you, madam ?—But 
come, madam ; fuppofe, to-morrow morning he was to fend for you to the 
great council-chamler, and there you fhould find at his elhow a lovely young 
prince, with large black eyes, a fmooth white forehead, and manly curling 
locks like jet; in fhort, madam, a young hero refembling the picture of the 
good Alfonfo in the gallery, which you fit and gaze at for hours together. — 
Do not fpeak lightly of that piétpre, interrupted Matilda fighing : I know 
the adoration with which I look at that picture is uncommon—but I am 


not in love with a coloured pannel. ‘The character of that virtuous prince, 


the veneration, with which my mother*has infpired me for his memory, the 
orifons which I know not why fhe has enjoined me to pour forth at his‘tomb, 
all have concurred to perfuade me that fomehow or other my deftiny is link- 
ed with fomething relating to him.—Lord! madam, how fhould that be ? 
faid Bianca: J have always heard that your family w’s no way related to his: 


and I am fure I cannot,conctive why my lady, the princefs, fends you in a. 


cold morning, or a damp evening, to pray at his tomb : ‘he is no faint by the 
almanack. If fou muft pray, why“dées not the bid you addrefs yourfelf to 
_our great faint Nicholas? I am furg he is the faint I pray to for a hufoand. 
Perhaps my mind would be lefs affected, faid Matilda, if my mother would 


( 


6 


explain her reafohs‘tp me: but it is the myftery the obferves, that infpires 
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me Sint hice know not, what tf call it, ‘As fhe’ never ye from caprice, 

Yam fure'there is fome fatal Tecret’ at bottorh—nay, I know there j is: in her 

agony of grief for my brothér’s déayh the dropped fome words that intimated as 
“Yanch: —Ol, dear madam, ‘cried? Bianca, what were they? No, faid Matilda : if 

a ‘parent ‘lets fall a word, and ‘withes? If recajled, it ® not’ for a child to utter it, 
What! was the forry Tor what@hahad faid® afked Bihnca—I am fare, madam, ° 
you thay trult’ me. —Wish ‘my otvn little Yecrets, when J have any, I may, faid . 
"Matilda; but fever with my mother’s: a ch@ld ought to have no €ars oeyes. ¢ « 
but as apatent’directs. Well! tp be fure, magam, you was born to be a 


“faint, aid ‘Bianca, and there’s n@ refilling one’s vocation : 


you will end in a 


convene at laft. Bit there is my lady Ifabella would not be fo referved to me: 
fhe will Jetme tak to her of young men; and when a handfome,cavalier hase 
cole th the caftle; the has owned toeme that fhe ‘withed’ your brotherConrad 


refemBled hint. “Biaiica, faid the princefs, I do net alow you to mention” 
my friend difrefpectfullys” Lfabella is of a cheerful difpofition, buy her foul is 
pure a virtue itfelf She knows your | idl@ babbfing humbur, and perhaps has 
- now and then encouraged it, to divert melancholy, and to enliven the foli- 
tude in which my father Keeps | us.—Blefled Mary ! faid’ Bianca ftarting, there 


4 
® 


it if again!—Dear madam, do you hear nothing This caftle*is certainly 
haunted!—Peace ! faid Matilda, and liften! f did think I heard a voice— 
but it mult ‘be fancy ; your te@ors I fuppofe have infetedsme, Indeed ! «in- 
deed! ma im, faid Bianca half-weeping with ‘agony, I am fure I heard. a 
voice, Daes any body lie in the chamber beneath ? faid the princefs, * No-. 
body has dared’to Tie there, anfwered ‘Biatfea, fince the great aftrologer that 
was your. brother's tutor drowned “himfelf. For certain, madam, his ghoft . 
and the young prince’s are now met ‘inthe chamber below—for heaven’s fake 


Jet us fyt to your mother’s apartment ! 11% charge you not to fir} faid Matilda, 


if they 2 are spirits | in pain, . we Bes ale their fufferings by queftioning them. 








) us, 


1, thal v ¢ be. mow fafe. in fe chamber than a another? Reach me 
my, bea : eo fay a a. prayer, a thei fpegk to them, Oh, dear lady, 
i would ot fpeak tea ghott for the worldp cried Bianta. — As’ fhe faid. thofe 


rewe have not injured them—an¢ if they 


he th pearl the ie -calement of thesligle, chamber below Platifda’s open, * 





| few miutes. thought. they, heard a peffon 
Fe word. This can be. no evil spirit, faid® 


* 
Ww indows, Buss 


fing, bit! “coul “not. ditinguith 
the princefs i in low voice + it ‘is a aac one of ile family~ “open Then 
Vou I, Finis 
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wihdow, and xf tall know the voice.* Tr dare not indeed, mfdain, faid‘ 
Bianca, Thou art avery fool, faid Matilda, ° opening the window gently 
herfelf. “The noife the princefs made was however heard ‘by the perfon be- 
neath, who &opped, and, they concluded, had heard’the cafement dpen. Is any 
body below? faid the pritftefs: ifpthere’ is, “{peak. Yes, faid an unknown 
"voice. Who is it? faid Matilda. At ftrangery réplicd the'voice. What ftratiger? 
faid fhe; and how didft thou come there at*this unyfi&l hour, when/all the | 
gate§ of thécaftle are locked? ¥ am not here willingl¥, anfwered the volce——" 
but pardom me, lady, if T have difturbed your reft: I knew’ not that ‘l was 
overheard. Sleep had forfaken'me: I left, a reftlef$ couch, ‘and came ‘to’ 
wafte the irkfome hours ‘with wazing .on the fair approaclf of morninf,: im-* 


€ 


epatient to be difmiffed from ‘this caftle. «Thy words and aecents, faid Ma- 


. tilda, axe of a melancholy caft: if thou art unhappy, I pity thee. If poverty 
“afflias thee, let me know it; I will’ ‘mention thee to thé princefs, “whofe 
beneficent {oul ever melts for che diftreffed ; and the will relieve thee. I am 
indeed unhappy, faid the ftfanger*; and I know stot what wealth is» but-I 
do not complain of the lot which ‘heaven has caft for me: T’am young and 
healthy, and am not afhamed of owing my fupport to myfelf—yet think me 
not proud,” or that I difdain your generous offers. I will remember*you in 
my orifons, and will pray for*bleffings on your gracious felf and your noble 
mitrefs—If 1 figh, lady, it is for others, na for myfelf. Now 4 have it, 
madam, faid Bianca whifpering the princefs, This is certainly the young 
peafaht; and by my confeience he is in love !——Well, this is,a charining 





adventure !—Do, madam, Tet us® fift him. “He does not know you, but 


takes you for one of my lady Hippolita’s women. Axt thou ‘not afhamed, 
Bianca? faid the princefs: what right have we'to pry into the fecrets of 
this young man’s heart? He feems tirtuous and frank, and tellg us he is un- 
happy : are thofe circumftances that authorize us to make a property ofvhim? 
‘How art we entitked to his confidence? Lord"! madam, © how Tittle-you,know 
of love! replied Bianca : why, loyers have no plea ual to talking of their 
miftrefs. And would you haveyme become a ‘peafant’s'confidante ?: faid the 
princels. Well then,‘ let’me talk to him, faid Bianca: thotgh I have the 
honour of' being your highnels’s mid ‘of honour, I was not alway’ {0 great: 
befides, if love, levels ranks, it’ reifes: them toot T have a refpect for any , 
* young man in love.—Peace, fimpleton ! faid the princefs. ‘Though fe ‘faid 
ae was ubhapPy -— not follow that he fauft be in love. Think ofall 
. > a that 





a ‘ 
‘ 


o 


, Tat CASTLE, OF OTRANTO.. 35 


*that ie kappened to-day, and fellame if there are ad misfortunes but what — 


love caufes, . Stranger, refurned. the princefs, if thy misfortunes have not 
been occafioned by'thy own fault, ” are within the compa(s of tt princefs 
Hippolita’s*power to redrefs;Levill take upon me to anfwer that the will be 
thy protectrefs,. When thou dit diftniffed from this caftle, repair to holy fa- 
ther> Jerome at the cfyyent ‘ad@oiping to the church of faint Nicholas, and 
maké thy flory knoven jo him, as far as thou thinkeft: meet: he Will, not fail 
*to inform the *princefs, who is the .mothere of all that, want, her afliftance. 
Farewell :. it is‘not feemly for me to hold farther converfe with a man. at this 


‘unwonted hour, May the. faints'guard thee, gracious lady! replied the pea- 
*fant—slyit oh, if # poor and worthlefs, ftranger might: prefume to beg a mi- 


nute’s audience.fgrther—am I fo ehapy y tthe cafement is not fhut—might, 
I vgnture to afk—Speak quickly, “aid Matilda; the morning dawns apace« 
fhoulé the labourers come into the fidlds and perceivg us-— What ‘wouldfte 
thou afk ?—I know not how—I know not if I dare, “faid the young ftranger 


Yalterigg—yet the humanjty with which yeu have fpokem to me emboldens— 


Lady ! dare I truft you ?—Heavens! faid Matilda, what doft thou mean? 
with what wouldft thou truft me? Speak boldly, if thy fecret is fit to be 
entrufted to a virtuous breaft.—I would afk, faid the peafant, eccollecting 
himfelf,..whether* what I have heard from tke, domefti€s, is true, that the 
princefs is mifling from the cgftle?, What imports it to thee to, know ? ,re- 
plied Matilda. Thy firft words: befpoke a prudent and becoming gravity. 
Doft thou,cofne hither to pry into: the fectets of Manfyed? Adieu. L have 
been miftaken in thee. Saying thefe woads, the fhut, the cafementshattily, 
without giving the young man,time toreply, I had aéted more wilely, faid 


the princefs to Bianca with fome tharpneds, if I had let thee converfe with ° 


this peafant:, his inquifitivenefs feems of a piece with thy ows ~ It is not fit 
for me to/argue with your highnefs, repli¢d Bianca ; but ‘ataiiie the queftions 
\.thoyld: have put to him, would have been more to the pprpofe, than thole 
you have’ been pleafed to, atk him. Oh, no doubt, fasd Matilda ; you area 
very difcreet. perfonage!~ ‘May 1 know wha you would have afked Kim? A 


by-ftander oftef fees more of the game thay thofé thawplay, anfwered Bianca. 
Does. ye 


highnefs think; madam, that pis queftion about my laly Hfabella 
tof mere-curiofity 2 No, nogmadam ; there. is hore in it than 
are aware of. Lopez tol me, that all the” fervants believes 
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obfewve-—g— You and t both know that‘ray tidy Tfabella ‘never muth fancied 
the prince your  brother:—Well! he is killed Jull in'the critical ‘minute—I 
acenfe nobody. A helmet falls from. the npon—fo iny Tord your father-fays; 
but Lopez and all the fervants fay that’ this: Joting fpark’ is aanigician, and 
 ftole it from Alfonfo’s tomix—Havg doné with"this rhapledy ‘of ‘impertinence, 
faid Matildg. Nay, madam, astyou pleafe,ectied Blanca—yet. it*is very 
particular though, that'my lady Ifabella thoukl be miffirty ‘the very fameday, 
and ¢lat thHig young forcérer fhowld be found at the in@uth of the trap-door- 

I accufe nobody—but if my young lord: came honeftly ‘by his death=-Dare . 
not on thy duty, faid Matilda, to breathe a, fufpicion on the purity” of ay 
dear Ifabella’s fame.—Purity, gr not ,purity, faid Bianca, gone fhe*is:, 
eftranger is found that nobody knowg? you queftion him yeurfelf: he: tells 
you he is in love, or unhappy, it is the {ame thing—nay, he owned he gras 

© unhappy about othegs ; and is any Body unhappy about’ anothtr, unléfs they 
are in love with them ? “And at’the very next word -he-afks innocently, poor 
foul! if my lady Habella is miffing—-T6 be fure, aid Matilda, thy obferva-’ . 
tions are not totally without foundation’—lfabella’s flight) amazes’ me: tht 


0 


* curiofity of this ftranger is very particular—yet- Iabella. never concealed a 


thought frem me:—So fhe told you, faid Bianca, to fith out your fecrets— 
but who knows, madam, but¢his ftranger may be fome’ ptince in’ ‘difguife ? 
—Do, madam, let me*open the window, andgfk him a few queftions.. No, 
replied Matilda, I will afk him myfelf, if he knows ‘aught of Labella: he is 
not worthy that I fhoyld converfe farther with him. She was going to open 
the cafément, when they heard the bell ring at the ees the caftle, 
which is on the right hand of the tower, where Matilda ay: T- 
* the princefs rag renewing the srogihes giver with sa reg oe 








After ibid filent for forte time Rabe pera d, faid: th 
that whatever be the caufe of Habella’s flight, it hadno unwe 
. If this ftranger was. acceflary to it, fie mnutst e fatisfied « 

* worth, © I obferved, did not- you, Bianca? that ‘words were 
Je) deminaban inieliobes pitty. lt was no ruffian’s peech : 
becoming @ man: of gentle birth. « Ltold you, madam, i 
was {ure he wab fome prince in difguife.— Yet, fait i 








_et6 her efcape, how will you account. for his on aide mp nh 
¢ ar Why ehrah himfelf annnecefiily and tally we f the aselens 
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* ment? As, for that, madam,’ replied the, if he coulf get from gadey. the 
helmet, he will find ways 6f eluding your father’s anger, . 1 do not doubt but 
he has fome talifman.or other about him,—You refolve every thing into ma- 

“gic, faid Matilda—but ‘a man evho has any intercourfe: with igfernal fpirits 
does not dare to make ufe of théfe tremendous and boly words which he uttered, 
Did thou not. oblerve with *what fervour be vowed go remember me to heaven 
in hfs prayers? ,Yesg Habella was undoubtedly convinced of his ptety.—Com- 

*mendiine tothe pietyeof ayyoung fellow ang. a danffel-that confuk to%ope ! 
faid- Bianca... No, no, madam ; my Jady Iabella is. of another-guefs mould 

«than you take her for... She uied indeed to figh and lift up her eyes in your 

- compapy, becaufe fhe knows you area faint—but when your back was 
turned—You wrong: her,» faid Matilda ; Hfabella is no hypocrige: fhe has 4 
dug fanfe of devotion, but never. affected a call the hasnot. On the contrary, 
dhe-akways combated my énclination fot the cloifter : and though Lown thee 
myftery fhe has made to me of ber flight confounds. me 3, though it feems ‘ 

‘inconfiftent with the frigndfhip between ws; | cannot forget the ’difinterefted 

*warmth with which fhe always oppofed» my taking the veil: fhe wifhed to . 
fee, me married though my dower would have been a iofs to her and my e«. 
brother’s children. . For her fake I will believe well. of this yowng peafant. 
‘Then you do think there is fome liking between them? “aid Biancaa—While 
the was {peaking, a fervant cane haftily into the chamber, and told the. prin- 
cefs thatthe lady Habella.was found. Where? faid Matilda, She has ta- 
ken fan@wary in faint Nicholas’s church,, replied the fervant: father Jerpme 
has brought the news himfelf: he is beloy with his highnefs, Where is my 
mother? faid Matilda... She is in her own chamber, madam, and. has afked. 
for you. | wh bei ) 7 


{a ‘A ‘ x « e 
Manfred had rifen at the firft dawn of light, and gone to Hippolita’s apart- 
ment, to enquire if fhe knew ought of Habella. While, he was qpeftioning 






her,’ brought that Jerome demanded to fpeak with him. Masfred, | . 
Tittle) ‘ing the .caufe of the friar’s ‘arrival, and knowing he*was em- 


ployed by: Hitppolita in her charities, ordered him tos be admitted,:istending * 
“to ledvesthem together, while he purfued his fearch after Mabel, Is your . ‘ 
bufinefs:with me or the princefs? fai Manfred.; With Voth, replied the 
holy*man, The lady [abella—What ofher? interrapted Manfred eagerly—e 
is at faint Nicholas’s altar, replied Jerome. That»is ng bufinedsof Hippo- a 
: | : ee ° ‘ lita, = e 
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lita, faid Manfred math confufion : let suseretiré to my chamber, ae and ‘ 
inform me how the came fhither.. No, my lord, ‘replied the good man with 


- an air of Grmnefs and authority that daunted even the refolute Manfred, who 


could not help revering, the faint-like virtues @f Jerome: my conimiffion is to 
both; and, with your highnefs’s good-likings ‘in the prefence of both I hall 
deliver it—But firft, my, lord, I mutt interragate thee princefs, whether the 
is acquaintell with the caufe of the lady Habella’ 8 retirement from your caftle, 
—Nes on my foul, faid Hippglita; does Iabella “charge tne with being 
privy to it?—Father, interrupted Manfred, I pay due reverence to your holy 
profeffion ; but I am fovereign here, and will allow no meddling prieft to in-- 
terfere in. the affairs of my domefticy” If you have aught+o fay, atterid me - 
to my chamber—I do not ufe to let my wife be acquainted, with the fecret 
‘affairs of my fate ; ; they-are not within a woman’ s province. My lord, faid 
cthe holy man, I'am no intruder intd the fecrets of families. - My office is to 
promote peace, to heal “divifions, to preach repentance, and teach mankind 


to curb their headftrong paflions.e I forgive your highnefs’s ‘unchagitable“ 
apoftrophe: 1 know my duty, and am the minifter of a mightier prince than’ 


Manfred. UHearken to him who fpeaks through my organs, Manfred trem-. 


". bled with rage and fhame. Hippolita’s. countenance: declared her aftonifh- 


‘ “liberty, With, the approbation\, of . 


ment, and impatienct to know where this would end: her filence more firongly 
{poke her objervance of Manfred. “© “8 “* fe vs OO OM RRS 677 
Thg lady Labella, refumed Jerome, Bi a herfelf ie both ei high 
nefles:; ; che thanks both for the kigdnefs with which the has been treated in. 
your caftle: the, deplores the lofs of your fon, and her own misfortune in not 


‘becoming. the daughter of fuch wife and ‘noble princes, whom. fhe thall al- - 


ways refpect ag. parents: fhe prays for. uninterrupted union and felicity be- 
tween you: [Manfred’s colour ehanged] but as itis no» longer poffible for 
her to be, allied to you, the. entreats anise fanétuary till. 
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the can learn. news of her father ; ory, ‘by: the ertainty of his death; be at 









able makriage.. I thall give no | content, aid the prince ; b 
return to the caftle without delay : Iam anfwerable for.” erp 
guardians, and Avill not brook her peitig in ny hands but : 
highnefs will reobllec whether that, 

, Tiay Lwagt-no monitor, faid Ma 
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*room sitet Bilpictededand hhat young villain, who was ay lead the 


accomplice of her flight, if stot the canfe of it—The caufe ! ” interrupted Je- | 


rome: was a young man the caufe} This is not to be borne! cried*Manfred. 

Am I to be*bearded in my oWwir palace by an infolent monk? ‘Thou art pfivy, 
I guefs, totheir amours. I woifld pay to feaven*o clear up your uncharita- 
ble furmifes, faid Jerdipe, if poug highnefs were not fatisfied jn your con- 
fcienée how unjuftly yoy aceufe me. I dp pray to heaven to pardon,that un- 
“charitablenefs : “and 1 implore your highnefs 0 leave’the princefy at pefec in 
that holy place, where fhe is not liable to be: difturbed by fuch vain and 
-worldly fantafies as difeourfes of love from any man. Cant not to me, faid 
Manffegl, but return, and bring the princefs go her duty. It is my duty to 
prevent her retyrn‘hither, faid Jerome. She is where orphang and virgins, 
are fafatt from the fnares and wiles gf this world; and nothing but a parent’s 
authority thal? take her thence. I am her parent, crieg’ Manfred, and de-* 


’ mand her. She withed to have you for her parent, faid the friar; but hea- 


» ‘ven, that forbad that connexion, has for ever drfolved all ties betwixt yous 
And I announce to your highnefs—Stop! audacious man, {aid Manfred, and 
dread my difpleafure. Holy father, faid Hippolita, it is your office to be no 
refpecter of perfons : you muft {peak as your duty prefcribes: but it is my 

_duty to hear nothing that it pleafes not my lowd I fhould*hear. I will retire 
to my oratory, and pray to ghe blefled Virgin to infpire you with her holy 
counfels, and to reftore the heart of my gracious lord to its wonted peace 
_and gentlenefs. » ksouliene prtwe as the acti lord, I attend your 
pees Pees ct . * 

Manfred, accompanied by the tian, ‘paffed to: bias own + Sa where * 
shutting | the door, I perceive, father, faid he, that Habella has acquainted 
you with my purpofe. Now hear my refolve, and obey. Reafons of ftate, 
moft urgent: reafons, my own «and the fafety of my people, demagd that I 


mre 


—_ 


fhould have a fon.” It is, ,in vain to’expedt an heir frgm Hippolita. have | | 


: choice of Ifabella, “You muft bring ge back; and*you muft do more. 
‘Vknow the influence. you have with’ lita 2° Sidi deaseskeideie is im your 
hands." -@he i aay ‘Lallow, a faultlefs woman: her foul is fet on leeaven, and 
: the Tittle grandeur of ‘this world ; can withdraw Mer from it,en- 








{con } 
tirely. 'Perfuade her to confent to the diflplution of our martiage, and to re~» 





tire into am fhe fhalleendow one if fhe will ; “98 the fall haveghe a 
cre ee is a 2 7 meany 
s ° 
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means of ‘bein as iferal to your “order bs he or you can with, © *Thus you ‘ 
will Maver the colamnities that are hanging over*our heads, and have. the me+ 
rit of favifig the principality of Otranto frqm deftrudtion. You area prudent 
man; and though the warmth of my temper Betrayed ine into 5 {ome unbe- 
coming éxpreffions, I honogr your wirtué, and “with to be’ indebted. to you for : 
the repofe of my life and the prefervation of my. get # wines ; 
i Be utile, ei Beh 
ThE will of heaven bé done’ faid the! friar. "I ant but its worthlel® toe 
firument. It ‘makes ule ‘of my tongue to tell’ thee, prince, ‘of ‘thy whwat- ‘ 
rantable defigns. The injuries of the virtuous Hippolita have ‘mounted : to the® 
throne of pity. By me thou art reprimanded for thy adulterous intewtion of 
(repudiating her * by me thou art warned rot to purfue the jnceltuous defign 
“en thy contracted daughter. ‘Heaven, that, delivered her from thy fury3 ween - 
_ethe judgments fo recently fallen on’ thy houfe ofght to have*infpired thee 
« with other thoughts, will continue to watch over her. - Even I, a poorand » 4 
defpifed friar, am able to proteét ‘her from thy violence.—I, Rone ae Lam, a 
and uncharitably reviled by your highnefs as an ‘accomplice of 1 know not 
what amours, fcorn the allurements with which it has pleafed thee to tempt 
mine honeRy. Ilove my order; I honour devout fouls ; I refpett t the piety” 
cf thy princefs—but I will not betray the confidence fhe repofes in 1 me, nor, 
ferye even the caufe*of religion by foul and, finful compliances— But: Orr 
footh! the welfare of the ftate depends on your highnefs having a fon, Hea- 
ven mocks the fhortyfighted views of man. But yefter-morn, yho 7% 


0 


e 









was fo reat, fo flourifhing as Marfred’s ?—Where is young C arad now ?— 
My lord, I refpe& your tears—but Imean | not,to one , them flow, 
* ptince! they will weigh more with hgaven towards Vie welfa nie _ thy fub- 
jets, than a nearriage, which, founded on “or 7 id ld. never pro~_ 


fper. The fceptre, which” patted ftom ‘the ace oa ay 
be'preferved by a jnatch which the church will never alle 

of ‘the Moft Fligh “thaé Manfred’s, name mut t perifh, “rel en 

to its decrees ; and thue deferve Q crown | oe an never T 

miy lord, J like this. forrow—Let 1 ; yp return to the pr 

of your crwel intentions ; nor “aia Langan ‘more | an to; 
with what gentle patience, with “what efforts F love, vd ae ieee 
chearing the extént of your. guilt. % know the lor ong to ei you in 1, arms, 

¢ and aflure «you efi os unalterable cit Father, Aas the ae a 

1G “ i thiftake a 


© c 
© 
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“my com ok nonr Hi ppolita’s. virtues ; 31 think her a, 
a rd with % £2 fea ta paras th iba tales: theknot* that “has 
= i pe not, the bitterct of may. pangs ! It is 
[ have had ferwples 4 t he legality : of our union; Hippolita i is 
in the fourth degnee— me—Ig is true, we pad.a difpenfation; but I 
ormed that the be ‘allo o been feared to another. This it is 
t > pelts to th flate of unlawful wedlock I ‘anpute the 
tH nat ha A fallengn me in the d deatlt of Conrad !—EBafe my gonifcegnce 
his, burden ;, diffolve our. marriage, at and accomplith the work-df eae 

* which your divin “exhortations hifve commenceé | in-my foul. : 
“How * ‘Cutting » was the anguith which ‘the godd man felt, ae he perceived 
aa turn in the why | prince! He trembted for Hippolita, whofe ruin he faw ,* 


was Netermined; and he fegred, if. Manfred had no hope of recoveriiig Ha+\,e 





ho qually, proof againft the tengptation pf Manfred’s rank, . 
; fome time t the holy, man remained abforbed in thought. . At length, con- 
ceiving fome hope! from delay, he thought the wifeft conduct, would be to 
prevent the prince from defpairing of recovering Habella, Her the. friar knew 
he could dilpofe, from her affection. to, Hippolita, and from the averfion the 


had exprefled d to him for Manfred’s addrefles, to fecond his views, till the 


‘ cenfures of ia ie church, could it fulminated againft a divorée. With this. i in- 
tention, as i j firuck w k wit! the, prince’s feruples, he at length faid, My lord, 
I have been pondering 0 on what. your highngfs has faid ; and if in truth it is 


delicacy of confcience that is ‘the real motive of your repugnance to. your 





Mes that his. nae a fon. would dire hirk to fome other object, 


virtuous lady, 1 far bé it from the to endeavour to harden your heart! The. * 


ae an Pa mother ; ; unfol@ your. griefs to her: fhe alone can. 
t to your foul, either by fatisfying your confciénce, or, up- 
coe of your, feruples, b y fetting you at liberty, and indulging you 
f “means of continuing your lineage. In the ‘latter cafe, if the 
y Ife ella can be brougfit to confent— —Manfred, who concluded Phat he 
either ‘overareached the good man, or ‘tifat his firft warmth had been but. 
e paid to appetrance, was overjoyed at this fudden turn, ang. repeated 
magni t romites, if he fhtu fucceed by the fridr’s mediatign.. 











Ws faa of Sia them, _ heh 6 


r prie! fuffered him to deceive himfelf, fully determined to. , ; 
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: 6 
ha Bas ope: G ued hee 
- Bencilte we ndw «nae one another, ‘refwmed the stich q eeu fe 
ther, thet you fatisfy me in one point. Whois ‘the youth that.we found in 
the vault? He muft have: been privy to Lfabella’s flight : tell nve truly ; is he 
her lover ? © or is he an aggnt for another's pation ? I have often fulpected 
Ifabella’s indifference tg my’ fon!: a thoufagde. circuraftances ‘crowd on my 
mind that“confirm that fufpicion. She herfelf was, “fo: confcious of it, that, 
while I difcourfed her én the gallery, the outran my fufpictons, and endéa- 
voured:to ‘juftify herfelf from coolnels to Conrad... The friar, who knew 
“nothing of ‘the youth but what he had Idarnt occafionally from theeprincefs, | 
ignorant what was become of chim, ‘and nof. fufficiently reflecting on she im- 
petuofity of Manfred’s temper,’ conceived that it might not be ainifs to fow 
_the feeds of jealoufy in his mind: they might be turned to fome ufe heredfter, | 
either ‘by prejudicing the prince againft L[fabella, jf he perfiftedin that.urfion ; 
or, by. diverting his.atfention to a wrong fcent, and employing his thoughts 
on a vifionary intrigue, prevent his engaging in any few purfuit. With this 
unhappy policy, he anfwered in a manner to co firm ,Manfred in “the be.“ 
lief of fome connection, between Ifabella and the youtt shThe prince, whofe 
paflions wanted little fuel to throw them into a blaze, , fell into a rage at the 
idea ‘of what the friar fuggefted. I will fathom to the bottom of this im- 
trigue, cried he ; ang quitting Jerome abruptly, with a command to remain 
there till liis retutn, +he haftened to the great hall va? the ee ex me heer 
the Rent (0 be wes a before him. — 






4 aly ip . 

Thou uttentd young impoftor ! faid the prince, as foon Sesh faw the 
youth ; what-becomes of thy boafted veracity now’? If was Providence, was 
it, and the light of the moon, that, difeovered the lock of the. trap-door to 
thee? Tell me, audacious boy, who thou art, and how lon - thou haft been 
‘acquainted with the princefs—and | take care fo anfwer with: fs equiv 
‘than. thou didft laft night, or tortures hall wring the trath from thee) The 
‘young man, perceiving that his‘thare in the 'f — difco- 
vered, and concluding that. anything: he thould fay <¢ J no. longer be of 
fervice or,detriment to’her, replied, I am no impoftor, my lor F 
Tdeferved opprobrious language. T antwered | o evel sr be your highnefs 
put to me laft night with the famé veracity that I fhall (peak now: and that « 
will not be from fear of your tortutes, but becaufe ssi ig abhors a falfehood. 

-Pleafe 










¢ 
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‘Pleafe. to reat your queftions, my Jord; I am ready tf give you 4il the fa- 
s on in my power, , You, know my queftions, replied the pi@nce, and 
only. want time to prepare, an, ‘evafion. Speak directly 3 who art thou? and 
how long haf} thou, | been. known, ft the Princels ? Tam a labourer. at ithe 
- omext. village, faid the. peafant ; . ay name is Theodore, The priticels found 
me inthe, vault, laft night: hefore that hotr I never. was in her prefence.—I 
may. “yelieve. as much, oP ag, litle as I pleafe “of this, faid Manfred, but I will 
hear thy.o ‘own figty,. befere. L examine into the truth of it, Tell me, ,what 





reafon did the princefs give thee for nlaking Mer efcape? Thy lifeedepeniht on. 
e-? thy, aniwer, . She told me, replie@ Theodore, that fhe. was on the brink of 


deftrugtion ; and that, if fhe cowd not.efcape from the caftle, dhe was in dan- 
ger in a few moments of, being made, miferable for ever....And ‘vn this flight 
foundation, of ae filly girl’ s report, faid Manfred, thou didit hagard my dif 


plealuré ? I fear no man’s difpleafine,, fajd Theodore, when a womanein dif , 


Sele puts. herfelf under my protection.——During thie examination, Matilda 
as going to the apartment « of Hippolita, At. the upper end ef the hall, 
here Manfred fat, was a boarded gallery with’ latticed” windows, through 
a Matilda and Bianca were to pafs Hearing her father’s. voice, and 
feeing the fervants affembled round chim, the ftopped to. learn the occafion. 
“bhe prifoner foon drew her attention ;. the fteady and compoled, ‘manner in 
which he anfwered, and the gallantry of | his latt reply, which were the fir(t 
-words: shy sae int@efed her in his favour.” His perfon was no- 
ble, han e and commanding, even in that fituation ; but his countenance 


~ foon engroged her whole care. Heavens! Bianca, faid the princely foftly, 











lery? She She tould fay no more, for, her father’s voice grew louder at 
every word. This bravado, faid he, fuspailes all. thy former infolence,,. Thou 

fhalt exp a pie wrath, with which thou dareft to trifle, . Stize him, con- 
fred, and bind him—the. firft hews the.princefs hears. of her 


rid det a 





: Loft | head for her, fake: The intufice,of 
‘e ards me, aid Theodore corfvinces me, thag, 1 have 
ri from, thy | tyranny. . May, the be 
sion Jover ! cried Manfred in a rage : 
iqpated by fuch fentiments: . Tell me, 

rack fhall force thy fecret from thee. 
h aad, Said ‘the aise for a truth* 
G2 
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oe 
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am ? or is, net that. youth the exa@ refemblance.of Alfonfo’s ‘pidure - 


| al 


hiye ™. 


* © feffion.< Nor do I 


© the bittereftterms for his indifcretiorf, endeavoured te 
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T have told thee: if teat is all the encouregement Lam to: ae eae, 
I ath not'tempted to indptge thy vain: curiofity. farther. Then thou wilt not 
fpeak? id Manfred. 1 will not, replied) he. Bear him ‘away: into the 
court-yard, faid Manfred; I will fee his? hegd «this inflant fevered from his 
body.—-Matilda fainted at pearing thofqworfs, Bianca thrieked, and cried, 
Help! help! the princefs is dead? Manfred. ftarted aithis: -jaculation, ; and 
demanded¢vhat was the matter. The youhg peafants. en heard it too, laa 
_Atruck With horror, andeafked eagetly the fame queffign ; bul:Manffed prdete 
ed him to We hurried into the court, and kept-there for’ execytion, till he had 
informed himfelf of the cawfe of Bianca fhrieks: When he dearned: the © 
meaning, he treated it as a womanifh panic? and ordering Matilda. to be car- 
ried to her apartment, he rufffed: into’ the court, and, calling for cone of his 
* pied, bade Theodore kneel down afd. prepa receive*the fatal: es 
e. Re SORE ot SW Le ee fl er} w~ es . 4 f 

The hihveetad youth eneiill the: ‘tte Seuccice with a refigination that 
touched evry heart but Manfred’s.. He-withed earneftly to know the mean- 
ing of the words he had heardizelating to the princefs; but, fearin to exat 
perate the tyrant more againft her, hevdefifted.. The only boon. e dei 
afk was, that he’might be permitted to have a confeffor, and make t 
with heaven. Maafred, who hoped by the confeffor’s means to.come: at ap 
youth’ $ hiftory, readily granted his requeft: and being convinced. ‘that 4 father, a 
Jerome was now in his intereft, he ordered Him to be-called' and fhrieve the — 
prifoner. The holy man, who had little forefeen the eataftrophe that his _ 
imprudence oecafioned; fell on his knees to the prince, and adjured him in ~ 
the moft folemn manner not to fled innocent’blood.. . He accufed. ed himéelf'in 


















and left. no mgthod-untried to foften, the ty 
cenfed than appeafed by. Jerome's jin 
him fufpedt he had been impofed -upon by 
his. duty, telling hin he would not allow 

ot ; 






thank heaven ! A 
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hee ee forgive thee from: my foyl, faid the youth, esl hope heaves will 
pardon me.» Hear my confeftion, father; and gite me thy Blefiittg, How | 
can I prepare thee for thy paflage, as I ought? faid Jetome. ‘Thou canft 
not be favegewithout pardoning tty foes—and canft thou forgive that .im- 
pious man there? I can, faid «Theodore; I do.-g-And: does not this touch 
thee, cruel prince ? fag theefigar. ‘Lfent for thee to confefs him, faid Man- 
‘fred fternly; not to plead for hint. Thou didft firft incenfe ‘me ageintt him— 
‘his blood be ufon thy®head !—It will! ‘it pill! fasd the good m4n <p an 
agony, of forrow,. Thou and I mutt never hopé to go wheré* this bleffled 


youth is going.— Difpatch! faid Manfred: I am no more to be moved by 


the whining of priefts, than By the thricks of women. What! faid the 
youth, is it poflib # that my fate could*have o€cafioned what I heard? Is the 
princefs then agawh in thy power Tou doft but: remember me of my wrath,® 
fai’ Manfred « prepare theg, for tlis moment is thy laft. The youth, who » 
felt his indignation rife, and who was touched with the forvow which he faw 


. “he had infufed into all the fpectators, as well as, into the, friar, fupreffed his 


‘emotions, and, pi te fF his doublet and conbiittoning his collar, knelt 
down to his prayers: As he ftooped, his shirt flipped down below his fhoul- 
det, ‘and difcovered ‘the mark of a bloody. arrow. Gracious heaven,! cried the 
ely. man Bastiney: what do. 1 fee? It is my child! my becca 





ity ‘The pada that enfaed mf ee pected they cannbt be painted. The 
tears of the’, ‘affiftants were fufpended by wonder, rather than ftopped by joy. 
They feemed to enquire in the eyes of their lord what they ought so feel. 
Surprife, doubt, tendernefs, refpest, fucceeded each: other in the: counte- 
nance of tlte youth. * He received with modeft fubmiffion the effufion of the 
old man’s tears and embraces : yet afr@ig-of giving a loofe to hope, and fuf- 
pecting from*what had paffed.1 inflexibility of Manfred’s temper, he caft:a 
glance. towards the ey as if to sigs Canft thou be wenecaed at fuch a 





» 


fcene®as this? ee : ariuehs tae ea 
FH aes yh ah ae Ven: pay Soe * - mie 
~» Manfred heart was capable of being coiled, He bia be anges in bid 






tonifi mgnt ; yet hts pride forbad his ovtoing, himielf affeéted. , He even 

oubte whether this difeovery was nov contrivance of the feiar to fave the 

athe bat cent ‘thif’ mean? faid he. How can he bethy fon? Is it | 
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for he fai of thy irsegular amours ?—Qh God! faid the holy man, dof thou, 
shock »bding mine ?*Gould I feel the angaith Indo, if I were not his fie 
ther? Syare him ! good ‘prince, Spare him ! and revile me as thow pleafeft— 
‘Spare hin! fpare him !) cried the iditeddargtiy for this good man *gifake toe 
Peace! faif Manfred fterny: 1 enuf koow.more, ere 1am difpofed to »par-' 
don, A faint’s baftard may be no faint himfelf. «- Injysious lord! faid Theo- 
dore: add*not infult to cruelty, If I am this venerable man’s fon, though 
no prindoas thou art, know, the blood that flows in “Dy veins—Yes, faid the 


© 


friar, interrtipting him, his blood is noble: nor is he that akje& ‘thing; my | 


lord, you fpeak him. He ts my lawful Yon; and Sicily can’ boatt® of Few 
houfes more ancient than that of Falconafa—But alas !.my lord, wha is, 
_ plod? what is nobility ? We' are all‘ reptiles, miferable finful reaturess® clit 
" is piety alone that can diftinguifh us from the duft. whence we {prugg, ‘and 


« whither we muft return.—Truce ‘t6 your fermor, faid Manfred ; 3 you forget 


you are no longer friar‘ Jerome, but the count of Falconara. a Let. me know 
your hiftory ; you will have time to moralize hereafter, if you thopld not 
happen to obtain the grace of that fturdy criminal there. Mother of God 
faid the friar, is it poffible my lord can refufe a father the life of his only, 
his long left child ? ? Trample me, my lord, fcorn, affiét me, accept my life 
for his, but {pare ty fon !+—Thou canft feel then, faid Manfred, what i it is to 
Jofe an only fon? A little hour ago thou didft preach up refignation to me. 
my houfe, if fate fo pleafed, muft perifh—but the count of Falconara— 
Alas. miy lord, faid Jerome, Teonfels 1 I have offended; but aggravate fot an 
old man’s, fulierings.. 1 boaft not of my ‘family, nor think of fuch vanities— 
ft is nature that pleads for this boy ; it is the memory, of the dear woman 
* that bore him—Is fhe, Theodore, is the dead ?—Her_ ! “has long’ been 
with the blefed, Said Theo h how ? cried , . 
the is happy ! Th all my ow !+=Moft « 














you grant me my poor boy’s li 
_condua the princefs hither + obey, me 
" mife tMiee the life of as fon.—-Oh 
fe $ muft pay. for th i 7 duth’ 
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ethe trampling of horfes was heard, gnd a brazen trumpet, which hung with- 
out the gate of the caftle, ‘was fuddenly founded.* At the fatne Attant the 
fable plumes on the enchanted helmet, which ftill remained at the ether end 
of the court, were tempeftuoully agftated, and nodded thrice, as if bowed. by 


fome invilible wearer, ee ‘ 
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; . . 
ANFRED’g heart mifgave him when he beheld the plumage on the, 

“es miraculous cafque fhaken in goncert with the founding of the Drazen’ 
trumpet. Father! faid heto Jerome, whom he nowgceaded to treat as count ” 
of Falconara, what mean thefe portents? If 1 have offended—[ghe plumes > 
@ Were fleaken with greater violence than before] *Unhapp% prince that I am ! 

cried Manfred—Holy futher will you not affift me with your prayers? -My 
lord, replied Jerome, heaven is no doubt difpleafed with your mockery of 
its fervants. Submit yourfelf to the church ; and Ceafe to pena her mini- 
fters.  Difmifs this innocent youth ; and learn. to refpect the holy charaer I 
wear: heaven will not be trifleg with: you fee—[the trimpet founded agaier> 
I acknowledge I have been too hafy, faid Manfred. Father, do you go to the 
wicket, and demand who is at the gate. %o you granteme the life of ‘Pheo- 
dore ? replied the friar. Ido, faid Manfred ; but enquire who is without. . 


~ Jerome, falling on the neck of his fon, difcharged a flood oftears; that — 
fpoke the fulgefs of his foul. You prorftifed'to go to the gate, “laid. Manfred, 

I thought, réplied the friar, your highnefs Would excufe my thanking you 

firft. ig this tribute of my heart.’ Go, deareft fir; faid Theodore, ebey the .’ 
‘prince 3 1 do not deferve ghat you thould dgjay his fatistaction. for We ks 


: Jerome, enqhiring, who was without, was anfwered, A*herald. °From 
whom ? ffid he. From the pach © a igi faid tite herald : 
and I mutt {peak with the ufurper of Otranto. Jerome returned to the 

; prince, and did not fail to repeat the meMage in the very words it been? 
uttered, The firft founds firu¢ék Manfred with terror; hut, when ‘he heard >, 
2 , himfel®, 2 
ne } ; 
° 2 ’ A . : 
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himfelf ft ‘Sel ufarperghis rage rekindled, gnd all his courage revived. vices 
bn a villxin ! cried lve, who. dares t6 queftion my title? Retire fathers 
this.is na bufinefs for monks: I will meet this prefumptuous man, myself, 
_ Gogo your convent, and prépate the pridtef’s return : .your fan fhall be a 
of hoftage for Four fidelity; hjs life dependg on your obedience. Good heaven! 
my lord, cried Jerome, yourshighifefs did but <teis iP sw freely pardon:. my. 
® child —hav¢ you fo foon forgot the interpofftion of hefvgn?—Heaven, replice 
« Manfedy.does not fend heralds t6 queftion the titfe of a. fwwful prince 
: doubt whetker it even notifies its will through friars—but that is your, affair, 
not mine. At prefent you know my pleafhre ; and it is not a ic herald.“ 
that thal fave your fon, if ry do ae retura withthe aie ‘soy: 


“Tt was in ‘vain for the holy man to ae Mtoe commalaed bien to de 
ye ae to the poftern-gate, and fiut Gut from, the caftle: and he ordtred 
” Sie. of his attendafts to carry Theodore to the top-of the. black tower, and. 
guard him strily 5 3,fearce permitting the father and fon to exchange a hafty 
embrace at parting. He then withdrew to the hall, and, feating himlelf fa: 
priors ates ordered the herald to be admitted to his referee, ee iad sis bi 

Well, ‘thou Ghiclent'’® faid the prince, “what woulde thou ith en: I come, 
an replied he, to thee, Manfred, ifurper of the principality « of Otranto, from. the - 
Tehowned and i. knight, the knight offthe gigantic fabre : in ‘the name 
of his lord, Frederic marquis of Vicenza, he demands. the. lady ... 
daughter of that prince, whom thou haft bafely and traitoroufly ‘fot into thy 
power, by bribing her falfe guardians during his abfence : and he requires 
thee to refign the principality of Otranto, which thou Haft 1 farped from the 
faid lord Frederic, the neareft of bloed to the laft rightful lor “Alfonfo the 
Good. If thou doft not inftantly comply with thefe jut demaiids, he defies 
thee to fingle combat to the lait’ sain 4 Ana fo. faving, oe calt 
down his warder.” tig 

1/6 c. " anh teee? Pee if 
E And eek’ is this hae fends anh aid Man 

tance of a league, {aid the herald$ he comes. foribe 
again‘t thee, ag ie is a true knight#and thou an 
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Injurious as this challdage was, Manfred cfledied ‘that it ie not ¢ ie 5 ine 
pnd tefett to provoke the marquis. He knew how well-founded the claim of 
ee Frederic 
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Frederic. was ;\ nor’ was this thie: fit tie he had heard of,it.  Frederic’s an- 
* ceftors had affumed the ftyle of princes of Otranto, frem'the deatl of Alfont 
the Good without iffue : but. Manfred, his father, and grandfather, hag been | 
too powerful for the houfe of Vicenzatto difpoffefs them. Frederic, a martial 
and amorous young prince, had married, a beautiful young lady, of whom he 
was enamoured, and who had died in *child®ed of Vfabella. Her death af- 
fected him fo much, thas, IR had faken the crofs.and géne to the Holy Land, 
where he was wouded inn engagement aguinft the infidels, made prjbongr, 
* and reported to-be'dead. “When the news reacld Manfred’s ears, be bribe 
* the guardians of the lady Mabella to deliver her up, to him as a bride for his 
fon Conrad; by which alliance hehad purpofed to unite the claims of the 
two houfes. This motive, on Conrad’s death, lmd co-operated to make him 
fo fuddenly refolve @n efpoufing her*himaelf; and the fame reflectitn deter- 
mined*him now to endeavour at obtaining the confent of Frederic to ¢his 
marriage. A like policy infpired him with the thought of imviting Frederic’s 
champion into his caftle, left he fhould be informed of | Ifabella’e flight, 
Which he a noe his domeftics not to difelofe to any of the kniglit’s. 


T etinue, 


Herald, faid Manttea, as foon as he had noche thefe reflections, return 
to thy-matter, and tell him, ere we liquidate ont differences by the {word, 
Manfred would hold forme convert with him. Bid him weleome to my cal-— 
tic, where, by my faith, as 1am a true knight, he fhall have courteous re- 
ception, and full fecurity for himfelfand folfowers. If we cannot adjuft our 
quarrel by. amicable means, I fwear he fhall flepart in fafety, and thall Tive 
full fatisfagtion- accordiig: to the law of arms: {fo help me God and his holy 
Toe Pane. herald made three inom 3 % and retired, 

Dunit ie besvics Gone 8 iniad: was'agitated by a'thoufand ¢ontrary 

*, paffions. He trembled. for’ the Tife of his fon, and his firft idea was. to 
, perfuade Tfabella to return t to the caftle, Yet che was featce lefs alarmed at, 
the tho’ of her union with Manfred... He greaded Fippolita’s unbounded 
vat ¢ Wi of her lord ‘and though he did not doubt but he 
: could alarm ier piety not'to confent to a \ ‘orce, if he could gS atcels to 
her 5. yet, thould Manfred difcover that theSobfirudtion came from him, it 
~ might ybe. fatals to Theodore. He was impatient to. know whence 
‘ 2 eae se: ts ve eet i i Oe SG tag cames, e 
; ‘ e ’ 
( 5 


sho! es Mire LES gd” Weave, ay 4 f 
Way Able cn 2" Re lla ts + : Rl . ‘ 
Sn Ss Se NG ng 3 ; : e rik 


shat @ 










more fgcret place of concealménty 


es i CASTLE OF ee ee 


ia. the herald.) avho WG. {a little wanagement. had quefiioned the title of ; 
, ‘Mant dd; “yet he did fot dare abfent himfelitrom the convent, left Ifabella 
fhould leave it, and her fight be imputed to him: “He returned difconfolate- 
ly to the monattery, uncertain’ on whit gordudt to refolve.*,A monk, who 
met him in the porch and obferved his melancholy air, faid,-Alas! brother, 
is it then true that we have loft cur excellgm eyes Hippolita 2) The holy 
man ft4ited, and cried, What meaneft thou, brot er? | come ci inftant 

from“the caftle, and. lett hgr if perfe& health, * Martell, replied the other 

friar, pffled by the convent but a quarter of an hour aga ‘on his way from 

the caftle, and reported ¢hat her highnefs was dead. ;-All- our brethren are | 
gone to the chapel to pray for her happ¥ tranfit to ‘a hetter life, mad willed 

me to wait thy arrival. - They know thy holy attachment to that “good lady, 

and are anxious for the affliétion‘it will caufe in thee® Indeed we have all 

reafon to weep ; ; fhe was a mother t8 our hogfe—But this life i is "but a,pil- 
_grimage ; we muft ‘not murmur—we fhall all follow her; may our end be 

like her§.!—Gogd _ brother, thou. dreameft, faid Jerome : > FE tell thee I come 
from the caftle, and left the princefs well—Where is the lady Habellag— 
Poor gentlewoman !, replied the friar; 1 told her the fad news, and offered 
her-fpijtual comfort ; I reminded her of the tranfitary condition . of mortality, 
and advifed hertto take the veil; 1 quoted the example. of the holy Priticefs 
~__ Sanchia of Arragon.—Thy zeal was laudable, faid Jerome trpauentl ys die 
at prefent it was unneceffary : Hippolita is*well—at leaft 1 troft in. the Ler 

the is ;, I heard nothing to the contrary—-Yet methinks, the prince’s 1¢ 
“nefs—Well, brother, but where . is the lady Ifabella ?—I know 1 not, faid ‘the 
friar: the wept much, and faid the would retire to her chamber. Jerome 
left his comrade abruptly, and haited to the princels, but the ‘was not in her 
chamber. ,He enquired of the dgfreftics, of the. convent, | but could learn no 
news of her, He fearched ig vain throughout the mon yapes'e the,church, 
and difpatched meffengers. round the apatoan! od, t fo ae iatdligent: | if 
fhe had been feen but to no purpofe, Nothing co ood man’s» 
perplexity. He. judged that Gfabella, fulpe&ting Manfred of ha 
tated his wife’s death, ear te alarm, and withdraws her 















‘prince’s fury. eight. fire report, 0} 
feemed A a ete increafed his co 


Rok befpoke her averfion of ue a ee a ones I Joome Juld feel 





"4 
ie 


c , Ses, : ie by 
v : ae igs F 
: . 4 , ed r . tee OF sigs 


© 


pee Peake or OT RAN TO. ‘coat ge 
rt t from pad: it. at d the: life of his fon. «He determined to 
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his | ea to Ma atid, if nevellary, Nes their intefcelion with 
his a Theodore. ; 


The ince, in ‘the felt ticks “had pag into tee court, and ordered ‘ic 

gates 0 the caltle to. be Gung Spengfor the reception of the ftranger knight 
‘ and his" train, “Th a few, thinutes the cavalcade arrived. Firlt cme two 
ere harbingers swith wands, ¢Next a herald, followed by two pages affd yo 
, ttumpets.. Then‘an hundred foot-gpards. 'Thefe were attended by as many 
" Roxfee’ After them fifty footmen, ‘clothed in featlet and black, the colours 
of the Kifight.” Then a led horfe, ‘Two heralds on cach fide of a gentleman 
horfeb: ick bearigg a a banny r with the ‘arms oO Vicenza and Otrapto quar- 
terly-ga eircumftance that ‘1 offended Manfréd—but ‘he ftifled his re- 
fe Two moré pages. @ The knight’? confeflor telling his beads. ‘Fifty 
Ns ootmen, clad as before. Two knights habited “in complete armour, 
wheis beavers down, ‘comfades ‘to thé principal knight. The’ ‘fquires of the 

two knights, ‘carrying their thields and “devices. The knight's own (quire. 
An hundred gentlemen bearing an enormous fword, and feeming to faint un- 
der, the ‘weight of it; The knight himfelf on a chefnut fteed, in complete 
amour, his lance in the’ reft, his face entirely ‘concealed by ‘his vizor, which 


pee ted by a large pluing of fearlet and black feathers, Fifty foot=_ 
iad 7 












ms and trumpets clofed the proceffion, which: wheeled off'to 
the ge and fete make room for he ooaay knight. « ot wah k; ppb Rad 
As foon as he 3 approaehed the ne: pes Roppeds and fla herald shania 
read again the words of the challenge. -  Manfred’s eyes were fixed on the 
gigantic or j and he fearce feemed to” attend to the cartel; but his atten- 
; foon diverted by a of wind that rofe behind him, He turn- 

sheld the plumes: et me to helmet agitated in the fame ex- 










tance nees thge feemed to announce his*fate. 
ftran betr : y the courage he ‘had always 
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Be thefe Smens frogn heaven or hell, Manfred trufts to the righteoufnefs of 


hts caiNe an¥ to the aideof faint Nicholas, wha has ever protected his houfe. * 


Alight, fir knight, and repofe thyfelf. ‘To-morrow thou halt have a fair 
field; and heaven befriend the Lis fidt't -°% iid 6 


The ote made no oe fut, difmounting, s conduéted by Manfred 
“to the gevat hall of the caftle. ‘AS they haverfed ite court, the knight flop- 
ped te gaze at the miraculous éafque ; and, kne@ljng dotvn, feemed to pray 
inwardlyefor fome minutes. Rifing, he made a fign to the prince to, iéad on. 


As foon as they entered tle hall, Manfred propofed to the ftranget¢o difarm; * 


but the knight thook his head in token of tefufal, Sir kpight,  faid Manfted, 
this is not courteous ; but b¥ my god f faith I will not crofe thee f nor thalt 
thou have caufe to complain of the* prince of Otranto, ‘No treachery i is de- 
figntd on my part: I hope none‘is infended op thine. Here take my “gage : 


[giving him his ring] your friends and you fhall enjoy the laws of hofpitality. 
Reft her€ until r¢frethments are brought: I will but give orders for the ac- 
commodation of your train, and return to you, The three knights bowed, 


as accepting his courtefy. Manfred direéted the ftranger’s retinue to be con- 
ducted tp an adjacent hofpital, founded by the princefs 3, Hippolita for the re- 
ception of pilgritas. As they made the circuit of the court to return towards 


ground oppofité to the helmet, remained” immoveable ‘Manfied, almoft 
hardened to preternatural appearances, furmounted the thock of this new 
progigy ; ; and returning to the hall, where by this time the feat was ready, 


the gate, the gigantic {word burft from the nna and, falling. to the . 


he invited his filent guefts to take their places. _ Manfred, however ill his . 


heart was at ¢afe, endeavoured to oes thie company with mith. He put 
feveral queftions to them, but wes an ered. only by figns. ‘They ‘tailed 
their vizors but fufficiently to.feed oe and that. fparing] Sirs, faid 
_ the prince, ye are the firft. guetts I ever treated. ae mc 

fcorned to hold any, intercourfe with me: nor | BH OF, 

ween, for princes to hazard their Rate and dignity. “againft ftrangers: and 
mutes. You fay you conte. nbs one 4 f Frederic a ‘Vicenza: have e ever 

heard that he was a gallant a night; nr 
to fay, think it beneath him tofmix 
his equal, and. not unknown. by de eds ina 
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“this sai ye thall do poise pleaturg Pet come, give the a gobket*of wine ; 
. ‘ie will not refufe to pledgg me to the healths of your * fair miftreff@s. The 
principal knight fighed and croffed himfelf, and was rifing from the board— 
Sir knight, {gid Manfred, what, I faid was but in {port : I fhall conitrain you 
in nothing : “ufe yout good liking: Since mirth is not your mood, let us be 
fad. Bufinefs.may hit your, fancies betta: let Sus withdraw ; and. hear if 
what I have to unfold¥may Be better relfthed than the vain effats I have 
mmade: for your. pattie. Be ie ? ; 

Manfred, theh, condudting theethree knights into an inner chamber, fhut 
the door, and, inyiting them ta be feated, began thus, addreffing himfelf to 
the chief wedtoines ee a . 

Yeou*come, » rae knight, as I ruatiettagd: in the name of the marquis of : 
Vicenza, to re-demand thé lady [fabella his. daughter, ewho has been con- 
trated in the face of holy church to my fon, by the confent her legal ° 

: ‘gutardians ; and to require me to refign my déminions*to your lord, who 
gives himfelf for the neareft of blood to prince Alfonfo, whofe foul God reft ! 
‘T fhall fpeak to the latter article of your demands fir. You muft know, 7™ 
your lord knows, that I enjoy the principality of Otrango from’ my father 
Don Manuel, as he teceived it from his father Don Ricardo. Alfonfo, their 
* predeceffor, dying childlefs ine the Holy Land, bequeathed his eftates to mry* 
grandfather Don Ricatdo, in confideration oF his faithful fervices—[The 
* ftranger thapk his head]—Sir knight, faid Manfred warmly, Ricardo was a 
valiant and upright man ; he was a pious man ; witnefs his munificent Pound- 
ation of the adjoining church and two convents. He was peculiarly patron- 
ized by faint Nicholas—My i: was incapable—I fay, fir, Don 
Ricardo was tncapable—Excufe me, yur interruption hae difordered me— 
I vénerate the memory of my grandfather—Well, firs ! he held this eftate ; 
- ke hewl*it by his good fword, aiid by the favour of faint Nicholas—fodid my - * 
_ father ; and (6, firs, will, come what core will.—Bet Frederic, Your lord, « 
3s neem in blgod—I_ have confented to putgmy tit'e’ to the iffue af the fword 
- does that: imply agitious title? I mighs have afkéd,. where is Frederic, 
your lord?’ Report fpeaks. him dead ing tivity. You fay, ygur #€tions fay, 

« he liveg—I queftion it not—I might, fis, I might—but Ido not. Other 
Priaces: would bid ‘Frederic take his iirc by force, if he can: they ° 

“res * | wolld ow, 


n } 
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firs, it is. You think me ambitions: ambitton; alas, is co 


cellent womart | if ye knew that . id. 
. a8 a friend—But man was not born for perfec happinefs! She 
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would not dtake their dignity on.a fingle combat: they, would. not fubmit, it 


to'the decifiqn of unknown mutes ! Pardon me, gentlemen, I am too warm: 
but fuppofe yourfelves in my fituation : as ye are flout knights, would it not 
move ybur choler to have your own angl the honour of your anceftors called 
in‘queftion ‘But to the point. Ye require‘me to deliver up. the lady Labella 
— Sirs, 1 muft afk, if ye ‘are authorized to “receive her? [The knight nod- 
ded.] Receive her—continued Manfred¢ Well! ydu are authorized ‘to re- 
ceive her—But, gentle knight, may I afk if you ¢ave full powers?! {The 
knight trodded. ] ’Tis well, faid/Manfred ; then hear What I have to offér—Ye 


fee, gentlemen, before you the molt unhappy of men ! [he began to wéep] af-. 


ford me your compailion ; 1 am entitled tot; indeed lam. Know, I have 
loft my only hope, my joy, the fupport of «ny houfe—Conrad died yefter- 
morning, | he knights difcovered figns of furprife.] Yes, figs, fate has difpofed 


- of my fon. Lfabella is at liberty.—Dq you then reftore her, cried the chief 


knight, breaking Glenge. Afford me your patience, faid Manfred, J re- 
joice to figd, by this teftimony of your good-will, that this ug may be 
adjufted without blood. Iteis no.intereft of mine di@ates what li 
farther to fay, Ye behold in me-a man difgufted with the world: the Jofs of 
my fon has weaned me from earthly cares. Power and greatnefs have no 
longer any charms in my eyes. 1 wifhed to tranfmit ‘the fceptre I had re- 


ttke I have 


ceived from my afceftors with honour to my fon—but that is over! Life 


~itfelf is fo indifferent to me, that T accepted your defiance with joy: a good 


knight cannot go to the grave with more fatisfaétion than when fallin g in his 
vacation... Whatevep is the wll of peaven, fubmit 5 tor, alan tage 4.408 
man 6f many forrows. .Manfredei§ no.object of en vy—but no doubt Beg 
acquainted with my flory. [The knight made figns of ignorance,,and fcemed 


curious to have Manfred proceed.] Js it poffible, firs, continued the prince, 


that my flory fhould be a fecret to you? Have yousheard nothing relating to 
me and the princes Hippolita ?e [They thook their heads]—No ! Thus then, 









been-a prey to the hell of confeigntious feruples-—Bus I weary. your pati 
| will be brief. Know then, that I pave long been troubled in mind on 
with the princefs Hippolita.--Oh f firs, if ye were acquainted with 


ore her like a mi€ 
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feruptes, and with her content Ihavebrought this ‘matter before the. church, 
for we ate related within the {prbidden degrees. expect every hOur the 
definitive fentence that muft feparate us forever. Tam fure you feel fyr me— 
I fee you do—Pardon thefe tears! [Phe knights gazed on each other, woncer- 
ing where’ this would ‘end.] Manfred continued : ‘The death of rfy fon be- 
tiding while my foul hi, undar this gnsiety§ I thought of nothing but re- 
figning. my toils nd. setirings forever ‘Scie the*fight of mankind, My 
only difficulty was to bee a fucceffor, who would, be tender of my/pegple, 
and to dilpofe of the lady Tfabella, who is de&r to me as my own blood.® I 


"was willéng to reftore. the line of ‘Affonfo, even in his moft diftant kindred: 


and though, pardgn me, I am fatisfied it was his will that Ricardo’s lineage 
fhould te e place of his own relations ;* yet, Where was I to fearch for thofe 
relations? 1 knew*of none but Frederic? your lord: he was a cajstive to the 


infid@ls, or dead; and were he living, and at home, would he quit the i 


flourifhing flate of Vicenza for the inconfiderable principality of Otranto? 
If he would not, could 1 bear the thought of feeing a hard unfeclisg viceroy 


* fet” over" ‘my poor faithful people ?—for, firs, I ‘love my people, and thank 


heaven am beloved by them,—But ye will afk, Whither tends this long dif- 
courfe ? Briefly then, thus, firs. Heaven in your arrival feems to point out 
a remedy for thefe difficulties and ‘my misfortunes. The lady Iabella is at 
liberty : I fhall foon be fo. I would fubmit to any thing for the good of my 
people—Were it not the beft, Me only way to extinguith the feuds betweent 
our families, if T were to take the lady Ifabella to wife ?—You ftart—But 
though Hippolita’ s virtues will ever be defr to me, a prince muft not confider 
himfelf; ‘he is born for his people.—-A fer¥ant at that inftant enterin# the 
chamber, apprized Manfred that Jerome and feveral of his brethren demand- 
ed immediate accels to him, eM . Gi 
boy OLS? on “ig ‘ Wee H® 
The prince, prevalke at this Mentad and ‘gad that the friar would 
difcovér to’ the ftrangers that Tfabella had taken fandtuary, was going to 
forbid Jerome's entrance, * But  recolle@ing that he wat certainly arrjved to 
beet pringels’s return, “Manfred began £0 excules] himfelf to the knights 
of leaving them for a few moinents, Buy wis prevented by the arrival “of the 









a Manfred angril r te eprimanded th “for their: intrufion, and would 
have forced them bac id the chamber ; but Jerome was too. much agi- 
tated to be repulfed, He: — aloud the’ fig ight of Tfabella, with proteft- 
ree ee "0 * | atiots 
. . ‘ 
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ations ofthis own paar Manfredy, difttacted at. the news, ‘as not lef, 
at its cotningsto the nowledge of the frongers, quttered nothing but incohe= 
rent ferntences, now upbraiding: the friar, now apologizing to the knights, ; 
earneft to know what was become of Kabella, yet equally afraid of their 
kndwing, 4mpatient to purfue her, yet dreading to have them join. din the 
purfuit. He offered to difpatch rfeflengers in-queft of her :—but the chief 
knight, ne*longer keepittg filence, reproaclfed Manfréd it in bitter terms for his 
dark,and ambiguous dealing, and demanded the cdufe of Iabella’s firft abe. 
fenfe fromethe caftle. Manfréd, cafting a fern look at Jerome, implying, a 
command of filence, pretended that on Cénrad’s death he had placed her in * 
fangtuary until he could determine how te difpofe of her. Jerome, who 2 
trembled for his fon’s life, didnot date contradi&t this fallehood ; but one of | 
« his brethren, not under the fame anxiety, declared frankly that the had fled 


- to their church in the preceding night. ©The prince in vain endeavoured to 


ftop this-difcovery, ‘whith overwhelmed him with fhame and confufion. The. 
principal ftranger, amazed at the contradiétions he heard, and more than half 
perfuaded. that Manfred had fecreted the princels,, notwithitanding ‘the cone “ 
cern he expreffed at her flight, rufhing to. the door, | faid, Thou. traitor- - 
prince ! [fabella fhall be found. Manfred endeavoured hold him 5 but the © ; é 
other knights aflifting their comrade, he br ¢ from the ince, and haftened ‘ 
into the court, demanding his attendants, “Manfred, finding ‘it in vain to di- 
“vért him from the purfuit, offered to accompany him; and aie ies his 
“attendants, and taking Jerome and fome of the friars to. cee the 
iffued from the caftle } “Manfred ae giving orders to have Rik Thigh 
company fecured, while t to the Anh a he affected to difpatei a eres to 
« require their aise. :: ory - 
ro fice ‘ae 


The comp chad’ no ten sei ‘eae han Mat _who fet i 
herfelf reg ted for t e* i peafint, fin sa Maa we | 
demned to death’ in the ‘hall, :2 1d wile aaa | been ta e 

© concerting meafitres ‘to. fave ‘him, was -infe 
tendagts that bapa hes seemed at all his m 
Ifabella. (He had i is hit % eee 
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dus the caltle, "Matilda. ‘difengaged herfelf from he women, hele up 
to the black tower, ‘and, unbofting; the door, prefente? herfelf: to the aftonith- 
_ ed Theodore, Yo man, faid the, gthough filial duty and woman¥y mo- 

Selly condemn: tee. se am taRirfy, yet holy charity, furmounting ,all other 
ties, juftifies this act. Fy; the*doors*of thy prifom are open: my father 
and his domeftics are abfagt ; : bie they may goon retusn : begone in fafety ; 
and may'the angels of heavgn direat thy courfe !—Thou art furely one of thofe 
angels !¢faid the enraptured ‘Theodore: none byt a bleffed faint could’ {pe&, i 
could act, could leok like thee!—May I not know the name of my divine 
protedtrefs? ‘Methought. thou nanjed{t thy father’ is it poflible? can Man- 
fred’s blood feel hol¥ pity’—Lovely lady, thou anfwereft not-—But how art 
thou here thyfelf? . Why doft thou eneglect thy own fafety, and wafte a 
thought on a wretch like Theodore ? [et us fly together: the life thoube = 
ftowelt fhall. be dedicated to ¢hy defence. * Alas! thou miftakeft, faid Ma-  ° 
tilda fighing : I am “Manfred’s daughter, but no dangers await me. @maze- ‘ 
anenb!  fabd Theodore : but lait night I blefled myfelf for yielding thee the. 
fervice thy | gracious compaflion fo charitably returns me now. — Still thou art 
in an error, faid the princefs ; but this is no time for explanation. Fly, vir- <a 
tuoys youth, while it is in my power to fave thee: fhould my father return, 
thou and I both fhould indeed have caufe to tremble. How? faid Theo- 
dore: thinkeft thou, charming ‘mgid, that I will accept of life at the hazard . - 
of aught calamitous to thee ? Better I endured a thoufand deaths-——I run no 
rifk, faid Matjlda, but by thy delay. “Depart: it cannot. be known that. I 
affifted thy flight. Swear by the faints above faid Theodore, that thou caatt’ 
not be fufp ed ; ; elfeehere I vow to await whatever can befall me. Oh!: 
thou art.too generous, faid Matilda; but eft aflured that no fulpicion can 
alight on me... Give me thy beauteous hared in token that thou deft not de- 
ceive me, faid Theodore ; and let me bathe it with the warm tears of grati- 
~ tudé,—hofbear, faid the princels : ; this ‘mult not be.—Alas! .faid Theodore, 

I have never known but algmity, until this hoyr—perhaps fhall never know 
other fortune again : fuffer the chafte taptures of holy. gratitude: tis” my | 
fou! would, print, its effyfions | on thy. hand.—orbedr, amtd begone, faid BMa- 
tilda; how would. Mabella approve of. fein thee at my feet ? Whoeis Ifa- a 
bella? faid the yor ng man with furprife, Ah me! I fear, faid fhe princefs, 
lam ferving a a deceit ‘one! Haft thou forget thy curiofity this ‘morning? se 
- Thy looks, thy actions, all thy beatfteous félf feems an emanatioy of divinity,» eg 
; Vou. H. : I . *faid ’ 
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faid Thedtigre, b ut rehy words are dark*and inyfterious——Speak, lady, {peak 


to thy fervant’s compreenfion.—Thou underftandeft but too well, faid Ma-_ 
tilda: ut once more I command thee ,to be gone: thy blood, witch, Tmay 
preferve, will be on my head, if I wafte the time in vain ditcbsirte: I go, lady, 
faid Theodore, becaufe it is thy gill, and becaufe I would not bring the Bry 
hairs of my father with fortowe to thereat! Say but, adored lady, that I 
have thf gentle pity.—Stay, faid Matilda; I will conduat ‘thee to ‘the fub- 
tertaneous vault by which Hapellaefcaped ; it will lead 'thec to the cheirch ‘of 
faint Nicholas, where thou mayft takg fanctuary. —What ! faid "Fheodore, 
was it another, and not thy lovely felf, that I affifted to’ find thé fubterra- 
neous paflage? It was, faid Matilda: but afk no more; I tremble to fee 
thee ftill abide”here: fly to*the fanQtuary. —To fanetuary { faid ‘Theodore : 
No, princel ; fanétuaries ‘are for _helplefs damfels, or for criminals. _Theo-~ 
dore’s foul is free from guilt, nor * will “weat the appearance of it.” Give me 
a fword, lady, and thy father fhall learn that Théodore {Corns'an ignomi- 
nious flight. ‘Rath youth! faid Matilda, thou wouldft not date to lift thy: 
prefumptuous arm againft the prince ‘of Ottanto? Not againft #y father ; in~ 
deed J dare not, faid Theodore: excufeme, lady 5 Thad forgotten—but cétild 
I gaze on thee, and remember thow art! {prung from: the tyrant Manfred ‘sm 
But he is thy father, and from this moment my injuries are buried in oblivion. 4 


. deep and hollow groan, which feémed to come from above, ftartled the 


princefs and Theodore. Good heaven! we are overheard ! faid the princels. 
They liftened ; but, perceiving mo farther noife, they both concluded it the 
effegt of pent-up vapours: and,the princefs, preceding Theodore foftly, car~ 
ried him to her father’s armoury; where equipping hig with a complete fuit,, 


"he was conduéted by Matilda to the poftern-gate, Avoid the town, faid the 
_ princefs, anet all the weftern fide ofthe caftle ; *tjs’ “there. the fearch muft be 


making by Manfred and the ftrangers : but hie thee to the oppofite quarter. 


~ Yonder, behind that foreft to theveatt is a chain of rocks, hollowed jnto a lae 


byrinth of caverns that reach to the fea-coaft. There fos’ mayft lié con~ 
cealed, till thou cant make fighs to fome veffel to put on fhore and take thee 
off. « Go! heaven be thy guide and fometimes in thy préyers remember— 
Matildac'—Theodore flung himffff at her feet,’ and feizing her fily hand, 


” which. with ftrnggles the fuffered/hiin to kifs, he vowed on. the earlieft “oppor 


tunity. to get himfelf knighted, and fervently’entreated her permiffion to fwear 
iid gvernally ] her — os ‘the priesefs could mer a se of thun- 
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_ det was Geakdecls heard, that fheok the battlements. Theodore / regardlefs 
* of the tempeft, would have urggd his fuit; but thes princefs, dilmayed, te- 
treated haftily. into the caftle, and commanded the youth, to be gone, with an 
air that would. not be. difobeyed, fie fighed, and retired, bat with eygs 
fixed on the gate, ‘until .Matilda clofigg it put an end to an. interview, ‘in 
‘which the hearts of bothyhad a be deed ofa "pllon which. both now 
tk for the. firft time. af 6 bs "e 


“gh aa went, penfively to the conv ent, to acquaint his fathes with “Ris 
dejiyeranoe. There he learned the abfence of Jeyome, and the purfuit that 
‘was making. after the lady Ifabell&, with fome particulars of whofe ftory he 
now firft Became acquainted, The generous galMintry of his nature prompted 
him to with to aflif her ; but the monlts could lead him no lights to guefs 
at the*route fhe had taken, He was fot tempted to wander far in fearch of 
her ; for the idea of Matilda had imprinted itfelf fo ftrotgly on his heart, that 
he épilld not bear to abfent himfelf at much diftance from, her abo&e.. The 

“teadernefs Jerome had exprefled for him concurred to confirm this relu@ance ; 
and he even perfuaded himfelf that filial affeGtion was the chief caufe of his 
hovering between the caftle and monaftery, Until Jerome fhould return at 
a Theodore. at length determined to repair to the foeeft that Matilda 

pointed out to him. Arriving there, he fought the gloomieft thades, as 

beft Suited, to the pleafing meldfcholy that reigned in his. mind. In. this 
mood he roved infenfibly to the caves which had formerly ferved as a getreat 
to hermits, ard were now reported : round the country to, be haunted 3% evil 
fpirits. . He recolleéted to have heard this “tradition; and being of a brave 
and adventurous difpofition, he willingly, indulged an curiofity in, exploring 
the fecret ‘recefles of this labytinth. | ‘He, had not penetrated far before he 
thought he heard ‘the fteps ‘of fome ‘perfon who. feemed to retreat rhefore him. 
Theodore, though firmly grounded in a ous, holy faith enjoins tobe belicved, 
had no*apprehenfion that good men. on Wel abandoned withdut, caufe® to the 
malice of the powers of darknet.  E He thought the plate more likelyto be 
‘infefted by robbess, than by thofe infernal agents who age reported to mpleft 

 travellers.® He had long burmed*with impatience to approve his 














and 

valour... [ awin his: fabre, ee onwards, fill ditediing his . 

“fteps as the imperfect 1 uitling found before him led the way. - The armour 

he wore was.a like indication. to athe perfon who ayoided him, Theodore, 

Mee et ees 12 oo Reem 
‘oe 


60 ait babtite ‘OR ott RANT O. 


“now cohvBced tha he was not miflaken, iedoubled his: pace, sndieddiaing 
gained” on Nhe perfon, that: fled; whole hatte increafing, Theodore cameup 
jut as @ woman fell breathlefs Kishies him. He hafted to raife her ; but her 
terror was fo great, that he apptehenled, fhe would faint inchis arms. He 
ufed every gentle word to difpel her glarmg, and. affared her that, far from. 
injuring, he would defend her ‘& the gril dpihis Jif. The lady recovering 
her {pirks from his courteous demeanours and gazing. on her protector, faid, © 
Sue T have heard that voice, before ?-—Not to.my knowledge, replied Theo- 
‘ddre, unlefs, as I conjecture, thou art the lady Iabella,— Merciful -heaven ! 
cried fhe,thou art not ientin queft of me, art thou? And faying: thofe words 
fhe threw herfelf at his feet, and befought him not.to deliver her up to.Man- 
fred. ‘To Manfred! cried Theodote—No, lady : =| have A de- 
_ livered thee from his tyranny, and & fhall fare hard with “me now, but I will 
plact thee out of the reach of his daring. Is it poffible, faid' the, that thou 
fhouldft be the geherots unknown whom I met “Taft night in the’vault of the 
=D 
caftle? Shire thou, art not a mortal, but my guatdian angel: on “my knees let 
me thank—Hold, gentle princefs, faid Theodore, nor demean thyfelf before’ 
a poor and friendlefs young man. If heaven ‘has. “‘feleGted me for thy: deli- 
verer, it will accomplifh its work, and ftrengthen. my arm in “thy: caufe, 
But come, lady, we are too’ncar the mouth of the cavern ; let éin-, 
moft receffes: I can have no tranquillity till I have aete the taped se 
reach of danger.—Alas ! what mean you, “ir? Said the. Though all your 0 
actions, are noble, though your fentiments {peak the purity of your foul, is it. 
fitting that I thould accompany you alone into thefe perple&ed ‘retreats? 
Should we be found together, what would a -cenforiqus world think of my 
condud?—I refpect ’ your virtuous delicacy, ‘faid Theodore git 6 t de 
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bour a fulpigion that. wounds my hehour, I meant ‘to conduct you into the 
moft private cavity of thefe rocks 4 and then, at the’ hazard | of my life, to guard 

their entrance againtt every living thing. bas ads ontinued he, draw-. 
ing a deep figh, beauteous and all. perfect as you s, and though my 
witheS are not guiltlels ‘of | tri cated to another ; 
‘and although- j : m proceeding. "They 
orishtare trem- 
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snceale a he went forth to sg the apes) in fearth, of Sar from “af 
sachin as. sail ei ip 
ae J shina an armed Knight, difcourfing with a 
midfeen a lady eriter the pafles of the rock. 
rigttOweck her, wien Theodore, placing himfelf in 
“his gers Son his Pie, Si Pernly forbad him “at his peril te advance, 
And who art ‘thou who, gfarett to crofs my way. faid the knight haughtily. 
One!whs: does not ie more than, he will perform, faid Theodgre. I feek 
“the lady. Iabellay faid the knight § and underffand fhe. has. taken refuge 
among thefe rocks, Impede me fot, or thou wilt repent having provoked my 
refentment,—Thy. purpofe is as odionts as, tly refentment: is contemptible, 


faid Theodore. Return. whence thou eameft, ov we fhall foon know whofe : 


-referftment ‘is moft terrible. ~The ranger, who was the principal knight ~ 
that. had: arrived from the marquis of Vicenza, had galloped from Manfred as 
“he was bufied in getting information: of the princels, and giving @arious or- 
* ders to prevent her falling into the power of the three knights, ‘Their. chief 
had fufpe&ted Manfred of being privy to the princefs’s ablconding ; and this 
infult from a man who he concluded was ftationed. by that prince to feerete 
Aer, confirming his fafpicions, he made no reply, but, dfcharging. a blow 
with his fabre at Theodore, would foon. have removed. all obftruation, if 
Theodore, who ‘took him for ne of Manfred’ $ captains, and who liad no * 
founcr given the provocation, than ‘prepared to fupport it, had not received 
the ftroke om his‘thield, The valour thatZhad fo.long been finothered. ist Kis 
- preaft, broke forth. at once : he. ruthed. Mnpetuoully on the knight, Whofe 
_pride.and wrath were" not lefs. Pe 
bat was furious, but not long. ny \eodore, wounded the. night i in three feve- 
ral places, and at Jatt. difirmed Y fin as Iie fainted by the lois ofblood, The 
- pealant,,who- had fled ed on the. ft onfet, had given. ‘the alarm to fome of 
~ Manfitd’s domefties, who by. his ‘orders: were difperfed through the foreft in 
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in endeavouring to ftaunch the blood that flowed from: his wounds, The, 
“Knight, i oe his fpeech, faid in a faint and faltering voice, Generous 
foe, we have both been in an error: I ‘took thee for an inftrument of the 
tyrant ; ‘I perceive thou haft made the like miffake—It is too late for excufes 
—I: faint..-If Ifabella is at hand, call _ her have important fecrets to— 
He is dying! faid one of fhe atteadants ; hasygobody a crucifix about them ?. 
Andrea, dg thou pray over him,—Fetch fome 5 water, hid Theodore, and pour 
it down his throat, while I haften to the princefs.. Saying this, he flew to Ifa 
belle’; andj in few words told Ker modeftly, that he had been fo unfortunate 
by iGale as to wound a gentleman from Ker father’s court, who withed ere he 
died to impart fomething of confequence to her, The princefs, who had 
been tranfported at hearing the voice. of Theodore as he called her*to come 
, forth, was aftonifhed at what the heard. * Suffering herfelfe to’ be conducted 
“by Tasndeve: the new proof of whofe walour recalled her difperfed’ fyfrits, 
" fhe came where the bleeding knight lay fpeechlefs on. the ground—but her 
fears returged when ‘the beheld the domeltics of Manfred, She would again 
have fled, if Theodore had fiot made her obferve that they were uharméd, 
and had not threatened them with inftant death, if they fhould ‘dare to feize 
the princefs. The ftranger, Opening his eyes, and beholding a woman, faid, 
Art thou—pray tell me truly—art thou Iabella of Vicenza? Iam, faid the; 


good heaven reftore thee !—Then thou—then thou—faid the knight, ftrug- 


-gling for utterance—feeft—thy father !—Give me one——Oh ! ! amazement ! 
horror! what do I hear? what do I fee? cried Mabella. My father! You 
my father! How came you here, fir? For lieaven’s fake {peak!—Qh ! run for 
help, ‘Sr he will expire !—’Tis meft true, faid the wounded ‘knight, exert 
ing all his force; 1 am Frederic thy father—-Yes, I cafne to deliver thee— 


* Té will not be—Give me a parting kifs, and take——Sir, faid Theodore, do - 


not exhault yéurfelf > faffer us to coflvey you to the caftle.—Fo, the caftle! 
faid Lfabella: Is there no help nearer than the caftle? “Would you exp: of m: 

father to the tyrant? If he goes thither, I dare not accon capes Ano 
yet, an I leave him —My child, faid Frederic, i it matters not for me whi- 
ther Tam carried: a few minutes: will, Place, me. beyond danger: but while 
I have‘ eyes to dote dn thee, forlak me ‘not, dear Tfabella! This brave 
knight—I* know not who he is— ijl _proteét thy innocence. Sir, you will. 
not abandon my child, will you ?~Theodore, fthedding tears over his yictim, 






. and vowing to guard the piers at the PPR: of his life, perfuaded car 
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é of to faffer himfelf to be ‘conduéted to the caftle. Rhey plagéd him on a 
horfe belonging to one of the domeftics, after bindi&g up his wounds as welll 
as they were able. Theoddre marched by his fide ; and the ‘iia 

_ who could not bear to. quit hith, followed sidlirnfully behind. 
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HE forrowful *troop no Pade: arrived at the caftle, than they were met 
by Hippolitg and Matilda, whom ‘fabella had fent one of the domeftics 
before to advertife of their approach, ‘The ladies; caufing Frederic to be cons = 
veyed into the neareft chamber, retired, while the furgeons examined his 
wounds. Matilda bluthed at fecing Theodore and “Ifabella together ; but 
. endeavoured to.conceal it by embracing the lattes, and condoling with her on 
‘her ‘father’s. mifchance. The furgeons foon came to acquaint Hippolita that 
none of the marquis’s wounds were dangerous; and that he was defirous of 
feeing his daughter and the princefles. ‘Theodore, under pretence of ex- 
prefling his joy at being freed from his apprehenfions of the combat being 
fatal to Fr eric, could not refit the impulfe of following Matilda. Her . 
eyes were fo often caft down on meeting his, that Ifabella, who regarded 
Theodore as. attentively as he gazed on Matilda, foon divined who the object 
“was that he had told her in the cave engaged his affections. While thi»mute 
feene pafled, Hippolita demanded. of Frederic the caufe of his having taken 
that myfterious courfe for reclaiming his daughter ; and threw in various apo- * 
logies to excufe her lord, for the match contracted between their children. 
Frederic, however incenfed againft Manfred, was not  infenfible to the cour- 
tefy agd Benevolence of Hippolita: but he was ftill more ftruck with the 
lovely form of Matilda. Withing to detain them by)! his bed-fide, he in- 
oe } Hippolita of his flory. He told he, that, while prifoner to the infi- 
dels, he had dteamed that his daughter, of whom hg had learned ne news 
fince is ‘is eaptivity, was _ detained in a cal le, where the was in danger of the 
t dreadful misfortunes 5 and that if % obtained. bis liberty, and repaired 
to a a wd, near Joppa, he would tan more, . Alarmed at this dream, and , 
apable of 0 obeying the direGian given by it,, his chains became. more gry- 
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vous thay ne: Bubwhile his thought& Sele occupied on ‘the means. off bee 
taining his liberty, he feceived the agreeable news that the confederate” 
princes, evho were warring in Faleftine, had paid his ranfom. He inftantly. fet ag 
out for the wood that had been ‘Mharked in hie dteam. For thre® days he and « 
his attendants had wandera? in thy forelt witlfout feeing a human form * but 
on the evening of the third theye came ”, a wll, ingvhich they’ found a ve~" | 
nerable héfmit in the’agonies of death, ! Appl. ab cordials, they brought _ 15 
the gaint-like man to his {peegh. My fons, faid hey Tam bounden tayour’ 
charity—but it is in vain—I. am going go my eternal reft—yet I die with, 
the fatisfation of performing the will of heaven.” “When firft I repa fired to | 
this folitude, after feeing my, country. become a prey to anbelieverg [it is, 
alas! above fifty years fince I ‘was witnefy to that dreadful’ feene!) 1 faint Ni-— 

° * cholas appeared to’ me, and revealed 4 fecret, which he bade me'never , adie. ; 
“dofe to mortal man, but on my ddath-bed.. This. ‘is that tremendous hour, 
and yeare ho doubf thé chofen, warriors'to whom. I was ordered to reveal a 
truft, As oon as ye have done the laft offices to’ this wretched ‘corfe, & un 
der the feventh tree on the left hand of this poor cave, and your | pains will— | 
Oh! good heaven receive my foul! With thofe words the devout man reath-— 

ed his laft. “By break of day, continued: Frederic, when we had committed 
the holy relics, to searth, we dug “according to direétion—But what was our 
_aftonifhment, when: about the” depth of fix fect ‘we difcovered an nous 
“fabre—the very weapon yonder in’ the court! On the blade, which was. 
then. partly out of the feabbard, though’ fince clofed by our efforts in remov= _ 
ing it, were written the following Jines——No ; excufe me; madam, added ~ 
the marquis, turning to Hippolita, if 1 forbear to repeat them: I refpe&t 
¢ your fex and rank, and would not be guilty of offending-your ear with founds 
injurious to aught that is “dear. to.yfu.—He paufed. ‘Hippolita trembled,» : 
She did not doubt but Frederic was deftined by heaven to accomplifh the fate 
that feemed to threaten her houle; Looking, with. anxious. fondnefé ef, Ma - e 
tilda, a filent tear Hole. down her cheek ; but recollecting herfelf, ‘the faid,’» 
* Proceeds my lord; heaven does fiothing in vain’ ‘Tmottals’ mult receive its. 
divine behefts wich lowlinefs and fubmiffion. Ivis our part t Greet ita? 
wrath, or bow to its decrees, the fentenc ees weeliftett re- 
figned.—Fredetic was grieved that. ad proceed cede The dignity and 3 ‘ 
_ Patient firmnefs of Hippolita pengirated him with refpeé, and the‘ tender a: 
- fillent sarin yivh which the pence: apd her me isn regarded ‘each 
, “ “other, 
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